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CONTAINING
THE MOST RECENT ACCOUNTS RELATING TO THE UNITED BRETHREN'S MISSIONS

AM' -NG THE HEATHEN;

With other interesting Communications from the Records of that Church.

N<». XII. FOURTH QUARTER, 1824. VoU. 1.

Repoit of a Conference preparatory to the next Synod of the United

Brethren’s Church, held at Bethlehemfrom July 26—29, 1824.

SECOND DIVISION,

RELATING TO THE TOWN AND COUNTRY CONGREGATIONS OF THE BRETHREN IS

THIS DISTRICT.*

Agreeably to a circular, issued by the Provincial Helpers' Con-
ference, a number of Brethren, ministers, and deputies for the congre-

gations, met in Conference at 9 o’clock, A. M. on the 26th of July, in

order to take into consideration the present state of the town and coun-

try congregations of our district with a view of reporting the same,

together with any proposals or wishes, they might have, to the ap-

proaching General Synod of the United Brethren’s Church. Besides

the members of the Conference some Brethren were admitted as guests.

Brother Hueffcl, as President of the Conference, most cordially wel-

comed the assembled Brethren, ar,d feelingly called upon them all, to

join in prayers to our dear Saviour, that He would vouchsafe to bless

* Previous to a General Synod of the Brethren’s Unity, the ministers and
representatives of the several congregations of a district are convened in

Conference, in order to deliberate upon such subjects, relating to their dis-

trict, as it may become necessary, to bring before, the General Synod, and at

the same time to confer upon every thing, likely to contribute to the welfare
of their respective congregations. In the year 1825, a General Synod of the
Church will meet at Herrnhut in Saxony, and accordingly the preparatory
Conference for the northern and middle States met at Bethlehem in the
present year in t-wo sections or divisions; the frst comprisii g the ministers
of the place—Co' gregations at Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Litiz, together with
the representatives, chosen by each cong-regatiou from its members; and the
second, consisting of the ministers and representatives of congregations in

towns and in the country. We here present an extract of the report of the
second section.
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us by His presence and the gift of His holy Spirit, in order to render

our assembling together profitable to ourselves and our dear congrega-

tions. Accordingly we poured out our hearts before Him in fenent
supplications, and became sensibly aware, that He, on whom we called,

was among us, by the divine peace, which He deigned to impart.

The meeting having been duly organized, and the necessary arrange-

ments being made, concerning the order, in which the subjects of deli-

beration should be treated, it appeared, that from none of our town
or country congregations any special proposal or wish had been com-
mitted to their representatives. In consequence, the Conference was

able to devote its time immediately to a profitable view of the present

state of our congregations, and of the essential principles and maxims,

upon which our union is founded; and we can assure our dear Brethren

and Sisters, that this review and the free communication of sentiments

and observations, drawn from experience, which took place on the na-

ture and peculiarities of the all important duties committed to our

charge, was productive of the most beneficial effects upon our minds,

and tended greatly to strengthen our hands in the cause of our blessed

Lord, and the service of that portion of His house, to which we are

called.

In now attempting to communicate to our dear Brethren and Sisters

a summary of the subjects of our deliberations, and the results, to

which we were led, we most fervently pray, that it may please Him, to

effect a similar impression on the hearts of all our dear Brethren and

Sisters, to strengthen the spirit of brotherly love and union among them,

to augment and cherish their affection for principles, which unite us in

Him, and above all to ground every member of our church and con-

nexion firmly on Him, the corner-stone and foundation, other than

which no man can lay.

With one unanimous voice all the members of the Conference joined

in considering it tbe essence of the union of the Brethren’s Church,

the only object we have in view, and the foundation of all our activity,

to awaken and to cherish in every member the purpose to liv by faith in

Jesus Christ, our Saviour, to keep His commandments through His grace

and power, and to serve Him as much as lieth in us, which purpose and

way of thinking alone forms the bond, which holds us together, and

not a mere assent to and agreement in doctrinal points and usages.

Considering, in how far we can justly say, that this main object of

our union is duly kept in view by all our members in their different

situations, the Conference thought proper, to request the minister of

each congregation, to communicate in the spirit of love and humility

bis individual conception of the present state of things generally in his

sphere; and we truly rejoice, that we can testify, that their evidence of

the Lord’s manifestations in our different congregations was such, as

to cause us, to bless is holy name for the grace, He yet vouchsafes to

bestow, though not without deep regret, that its blessed effects are not

more general and conspicuous every where, so that our thanks and

praises are necessarily accompanied by the most fervent sighs and

prayers, that He may approve himself the physician of Ilis people, to
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Leal our diseases, and (o give life unto those, who are apparently dead

or asleep.

In a most particular manner the attention of the Conference was

drawn to the state of the rising generation among us, and we united in

the resolution, not to be discouraged by difficulties in attempting to be-

come serviceable to our youtu. It surely is the duty of every minister

to attend to them, and to gtin them by all means in his power. The
circumstance, that some of them are induced to separate rom our

church by connexions of divers kinds, when they grow up, ought not

any way to prevent these endeavours; for as we do not consider any
thing essential, save only that they become true believers, and walk in

the paths of the Lord, the pains bestowed upon them are not lost in

such a case; and instances are not rare, that the work of God, begun
within them, while under the care of the Brethren, has in later times

brought forth abundant fruit, and induced those, who once were indif-

ferent, to seek again that connexion, in which they received their first

impressions. With grateful feelings the Conference rejoiced to ac-

knowledge, that the congregations of the Brethren in several of our

cities form a very efficacious link in ti e chain, which unites the energies

of the Brethren’s Church with those of the whole Christian community
in our country; and that they afford the means of bringing about a

brotherly union with other Christian churches, and the servants of the

Lord in these, which ought to be highly valued in the furtherance of

the work of God intrusted to our church. The Missionary Intelli-

gencer, which has been begun to be published since the last Synod,

has through the blessing of the Lord greatly tended to aid this valuable

purpose, as indeed we cheerfully acknowledge the active share, taken

by our Brethren and Sisters in the city congregations in this part of our

calling. It was much regretted, that means have not hitherto been

sufficiently ample, equally to interest the members of our country con-

gregations in the missionary labours of the Brethren. The Conference,

sensible of the difficulties, proposes, that sermons be occasionally de-

voted to this subject, and to communicating accounts to our country

congregations, of what the Lord is at this time doing among the nations

by the service of the Brethren.

In order to promote the possibility of increasing the activity of the

church in spreading the gospel truth among our Christian neighbours,

and affording such, as desire to be aided by the Brethren in their search

thereof, an opportunity, means are much wanted. A resolution of the

first section of the present Conference was communicated to the pre-

sent meeting, viz: “ That the Provincial Helpers’ Conference be request-

ed', to take proper measures, to procure the establishment of voluntary So-

cieties in our different Congregations , n the nature of what are generally

denominated Domestic Missionary Societies, to provide means for such

purpose," which resolution met the entire approbation of all present.

If such societies can be established, the funds they may be able to raise,

could be, among the rest, applied in aid of our present exertions,

should they stand in need thereof.

The further consideration of the present state of our congregations
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led to a pleasing: acknowledgement of the advantages, which have re-

sulted from divers new regul. tions adopted at the last Synod, among
the rest, regarding the admission of new members. Persons, who are

desirous of living to the glory of the Lord, ant) believe, that their de-

sire will be essentially promoted by a connexion with our church, are

properly admitted to such a connexion, if their desire proves sincere.

But it is necessary, in order to enable them to judge, that they should

be made acquainted with t..e principles of our union, besides approving

of our Christian doctrine. It therefore becomes the duty of every

minister, upon application of any one to join our church, to afford such

an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the whole n.-ture of our

connexion, and to ascertain their entire concurrence with the principles

laid down in the several brotherly agreements of the congregations,

after which the application must be submitted to the committee, and

finally reported to the Provincial Helpers’ Conference. Every precau-

tion ought, however, to be used in the admiss.on of new members, that

such only be admitted, " ho sincerely participate in our desire, to devote

our lives and whole behaviour to Jesus Christ, our Lord; in order to

prevent our congregations from becoming a mere assemhl ge of such,

who, though they wish to be called members of our church, are desti-

tute of the true brotherly spirit, which alone can enliven us.

It next became the most earnest object of our meditations, how we,

on our part, with the means at our disposal, under the advantages,

afforded by our approved principles, and under the peculiar difficulties,

which obstruct their full operation, may contribute to the more perfect

attainment of th end, for which we are un'tetl. The meeting was sensi-

ble, that no activity or endeavours of a servant of the Lord can prove

efficacious, unless supported by his faithful prayers for himself and his

congregation, and it is as essential, that he be sustained by the prayers

of all those members, who desire to see the church prosper. We most

earnestly exhort all ministers, and all our dear Brethern and Sisters,

not to neglect this indispensable means of furthering our object.

That t e word of God, revealed in the Scriptures, is, and must re-

main the sole guide of our lives and rule of our conduct, is what we
agree in most cordially. The preaching of the Gospel of salvation

through faith in Christ’s meritorious death, has ever approved itself as

the means of imparling and preserving life to His church. To this

we will hob) in simplicity, and fearlessly testify of it. The manner may
and will be different, according to the measure of the gifts, whic the

Lord dispenses, and according to the outward condition of the audience,

but the mutter must remain the same. We. trust, that nothing will in-

duce any of our Brethren, to depart in their mode, of preaching the

Gospel from that principle, which teaches us, to avoid mere artificial

argumentation upon its doctrines, and to adhere to a plain promulga-

tion thereof We ought to be cautious against becoming mere imita-

tors of such popular preachers, who strive to bring about by their elo-

quence, what, according to our view, can only be effected by the unction

of the Holy Spirit of God.

Next to the divine revelations the Brethren’s church gratefully ac-
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knowledges the evident manifestations of the Lord’s guidance of their

union. It is His Spirit, which hath wrought the conviction, that under

His staff and government alone the Church can prosper, and therefore

we cheerfully submit to His directions, howsoever and wheresoever

they may become apparent to us. That peculiar mode of ascertaining

Ilis gracious will, in particular cases, where otherwise we are left with-

out a guide, which the church has adopted in firm reliance on His pro-

vidential care of our concerns, by submiting such cases to His decision

by the Lot, directly affects, it is true, our town and country congrega-

tions principally in one point only, but that an highly important one.

The ministers of these congregations as of others, are called (agreeably

to an apostolic instance) to their stations, not according to the will and

disposal of any man, or body of men, but according to that of the

Lord of His church, made manifest by submitting to Him through the

Lot every proposal of such a nature. It is therefore highly desirable,

that a proper and just understanding of this subject may more and more
prevail, and our dear Brethren employed in the different congregations

are requested to aid in making it duly understood.

Contemplating the importance of doing our utmost to instruct the

rising generation, both in the will of God unto salvation, and in the

principles, history, and constitution of the Brethren’s church, whence
they can .done derive an affectionate attachment to the same, we are

led to deplore the manifold difficulties, which impede a due attention to

this important duty. A successful experiment has been made in some
of the country congregations in North Carolina, to impart such instruc-

tion to the youths, who annually attain to a certain age, (say thirteen or

fourteen years,) by requiring their attendance upon the minister for the

sp .ee of some successive weeks; and it was committed to the Provin-

cial Helper’s Conference to consider, in what manner a similar regula-

tion might be introduced in our congregations here.

Among the means we employ to further the great end of our union,

the various meetings for edification hold a conspicuous and blessed

place. The nature of things in our town and country congregations

renders it impossible to enjoy fully the advantages of several of these

modes of edification, eminently attended with blessing in other places,

(for instance, liturgie and singing meetings.) We the more earnestly

recommend to our dear Brethren and Sisters the frequent private use

of our excellent hymns, and of those portions of Scripture and verses,

appointed in the daily words and texts for particular consideration,

besides an unremitted resort to the source of bliss, the Bible itself. It

would be well occasionally to read publicly, before the Sermon, a por-

tion of Scripture, suitable to the occasion.

The Conference understood with pleasure, that the solemn celebra-

tion of festivals and memorial-days of our church, has frequently been
eminently blessed by our Saviour, and it was observed on this occasion,

that as long as this is the case, we can have no reason for laying aside

such peculiar symbolic rites and ceremonies, which have been adopted

by our forefathers, partly in imitation of the example of the primitive

Christians. Thus we may continue to evince the love, which ought to
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prevail among us, by meeting occasionally with simplicity of heart at

Love-feasts, solemnly to declare our mutual forgiveness and fraternal

union by the kiss of peace, to celebrate the Holy Sacrament with those

ceremonies, to which we have been accustomed. Absolute conformity

to usages and rites we indeed do not consider as essential, but no minis-

ter or congregation is authorized to depart at pleasure from what has

been in general use. A proper explanation of the sacred meaning and
import of our peculiarities, especially to the growing generation, will

tend to dissipate any disrespect or indifference towards our customs,

which are not such as we have reason to be ashamed of. A disposition

of that kind would be an opprobrium to our people, especially when
contrasted with the zeal of other Christians, to maintain their peculiar

rites and customs.

The high importance of spending the Lord’s day in a proper and be-

coming manner, we desire to urge upon all our dear Brethren and Sis-

ters. At the same time it is necessary for all ministers to pray for

wisdom from above, so to impress this duty upon the minds of their con-

gregations, as to avoid the mistake, which would lead Christians to

consider the observance of what is in this respect required of them, as

in itself meritorious, and contributing to salvation, and thus detract from

their sole reliance on the merits of Christ our Saviour.

The attempt of the Brethren’s church to further the work of the

Holy Spirit in each individual, by bringing home to every class and sex

the peculiarities of their station and condition, has been attended with

signal blessing. It is highly desirable, that nothing may be neglected

in this respect; and where it can be done, occasional meetings of the

different classes, and solemn days for particular edification are warmly
recommended. As regards our principles concerning marriage, they

are those exclusively, which we find laid dowm in the Scriptures. We
require the members of our church, in this important particular, as in

every other, to do every thing they do, in the name of God, and with a

single eye to His good pleasure. It is proper, that due notice be given

to the minister of every marriage, which is about to take place in our

congregations by the parties.

As the articles of union in each congregation are embodied in their

Brotherly agreement, it is highly necessary, that this should always be

communicated to new members, and their assent thereto obtained, be-

fore their application is communicated to the committee.

A due regard to the object of our union requires, that we depart not

from the wholesome discipline, the exercise of which is attended with

less difficulty in our town and country congregations, than in others,

because it can in no wise interfere with the outward concerns of the

members. Let us therefore continue to administer it faithfully, that

the purity of our church may remain untainted, and we may deservedly

have a good report. It was observed, upon this subject, that in case of

re-admission of excluded persons it is advisable, that they be not im-

mediately re-admitted to the Holy Communion, but that some further

time of probation be suffered to intervene.
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After the Conference had thus reviewed the principles of our con-

nexion, and the means, by which we strive to attain our purpose, it re-

mained to consider the external constitution of the whole church in its

bearing upon our town and country congregations, and of these in-

dividually.

Tiie resolution of the last Synod, giving to each of the congregations

at New York, Philadelphia, and Lancaster, the privilege of representa-

tion by a deputy at the Genera] Synod, was called to mind, and the

observations universally assented to, that this privilege, an indiscreet

use of which would occasion great expense, would naturally be made
use of on extraordinary occasions only. But nevertheless it is proper,

that each of these congregations expressly commission one of the

Brethren, who otherwise attend the Synod, to act in their name. The
rest of the congregations of our district can join them in such com-
mission.

The general superintendance of all our congregations in this district,

during the interval from one Synod till the next, belongs, as our dear

Brethren and Sisters know, to the Provincial Helpers’ Conference, ap-

pointed and commissioned for this purpose by the Elders’ Conference

of the Unity; who, although they communicate freely with the latter,

are empowered to act on all ordinary occasions without further re-

ference. We take this opportunity to recommend the Brethren, to

whose care and guidance under the Lord this important trust is com-
mitted, most earnestly to the prayers of all our Brethren and Sisters.

Regarding all the servants of Christ and ministers of our church, it

has ever been our principle, to consider them as Brethren and Sisters,

whom the Lord has called to the discharge of sacred and important

duties in His church, but not as constituting a distinct class or order

among us. They are expected, and it is their desire, to stand ready to

serve the Lord, wheresoever He may require it, without being bound
by their own wishes, or that of their congregations, to any particular

place, further, than as it is His divine will and pleasure, manifested in

their own breast. Their assistants in each congregation, as far as their

powers extend, are the members of the committees, from time to time

properly appointed by the congregations themselves. We most ardent-

ly beg the Brethren, who compose these committees, to consider them
selves in this quality as servants of the Lord, and to discharge their

important duties with a single eye to His glory and the welfare of their

congregation.

The participation of our dear Brethren and Sisters in the town and
country congregations in the outward necessities of the Brethren’s

Unity, has already been mentioned, as regards the prominent share,

they take in the contributions to the missionary exertions of the church.

A late occasion, viz. the ruinous conflagration at Sarepta, has proved
their general willingness to participate in the rest of the no less press-

ing necessities of the Unity. It was, however, remarked, that there is

an apparent want of knowledge of the nature of the difficulties, under
which the church, at all times without funds, except such as the will



536 CONFERENCE AT BETHLEHEM.

ing hand of its members furnishes, more especially at present is labour-

ing, and of the great sums, which the discharge of all the duties incum-

bent upon the whole requires. Thus, for instance, the supp.irt of the

aged and infirm servants of the church, which has been hitherto solely

defrayed by a proportionate repartition upon the diaconies of the sever-

al place-congregations, is now most seriously threatened by the utter

inability of many of them, to strive against the prostration of their

affairs, brought about by the times; not to mention the irreparable mis-

fortunes, some of them have met with. It was conceived, that it would

he desirable, to afford proper information of the state of things occa-

sionally, where it might be of use, as there can be no doubt of the

willingness of our Brethren and Sisters, to assist in preventing the ruin

of those, upon whose well-being the whole depends.

In contemplating the economical situation of the individual congre-

gations, we regret, that so few of them have other resources for the

maintenance of their church and ministers, than the voluntary contri-

butions of the members afford, whose numbers are in many cases hut

few, and their means inadequate. The greater part of our country

congregations are, in this respect, labouring under difficulties, and
through failure in the amount of the subscriptions in several places the

minister loses a great part of his due support. It was, however, attest-

ed by all the ministers present, that none among them had ever suffered

absolute want, and we all joined in the comfortable consideration, that

we do not serve the Lord for wages, but from conviction and grateful

feelings, and would continue so to do, as long as it is any way possible,

provided wilful neglect be not the reason of the difficulties complain-

ed of.

With heartfelt gratitude mention was made of the circumstance, that

since the last Synod new and convenient churches have been erected at

Philadelphia and Lancaster, at Graceham in Maryland, and at Gnaden-

hutten in Ohio, without leaving the congregations involved in debt on

that account.

After the Conference had thus concluded their deliberations, we met

for the last time in the afternoon of the 28th. Brother llueffel ob-

served, that we had truly experienced in our different sessions, that the

Lord our Saviour had lent a gracious ear to the petitions, offered

at the opening of our Conference, so that we this day could sound His

praise with grateful hearts for the measure of grace and unction of His

Spirit, so perceptibly imparted to us, and for the spirit of love and union,

with which all our deliberations had been attended. His divine pre-

sence among us had been perceptibly felt by . II of us, and in this frame

of mind we knelt down at the footstool of His throne, end offered up

our thanks and praises, and our most fervent supplications for ourselves

and all our congregations, not forgetting to commend to His guidance

the approaching General Synod of the Unity, more especially in its

deliberation, concerning the congregations in America; and rising, wc
solemnly renewed our covenant of love and faithfulness with the Lord,

the head of His church, and among ourselves.
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May He, our God, continue to approve himself among us, as our only;

but most sure stay and hope, and shower down upon all our dear

Brethren and Sisters His choicest blessings, so that His cause may
ever prosper among us!

The Conference was concluded by singing:

We in one covenant are joined, See.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, &c.

REPORT
Of the Directors of the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the

Heathen, to the Society at its annual meeting. Bethlehem, 10th Jlugust,

1824.

The activity of the directors during the last year, as regards the con-

cerns of the Society, has been chiefly occupied by the negotiations,

already in train at the time of the last general meeting, to effect a re-

trocession to the United States of the land held in trust on the Musk-
ingum. Notice has already been, from time to time, given to the

members, in common with the whole of our congregations, by the

monthly accounts of the Provincial Helpers’ Conference of the process

of these negotiations: but it will now be proper to communicate to the

Society a more detailed account thereof, and of the final conclusion of

these negotiations, as well as to state what progress has been made in

carrying the result into effect.

The ratification of the agreement concluded at Gnadenhuetten be-

tween Governor Cass on the part of the United States and Brother

L. D. v. Schweinitz on the part of the Society, which took place at the

last general meeting by an unanimous vote of the Society, was com-
municated to government duly certified A letter from Governor Cass,

dated Detroit, November 10th, informed Brother Schweinitz, that he
had on the 8th of that month finally concluded a treaty with the repre-

sentatives of the Christian Indians, entitled to the benefit of the trust,

who had waited upon him agreeably to the invitation, accompanied by

our missionary, Brother Adam Haman. A copy of this treaty was sub-

joined, by which it appeared that the said Indians accept of and con-

sent in the first place to the agreement with the Society above-men-
tioned, and cede all their claim in the land to the United States. In

consideration thereof the United States promise, that as soon as the

sales of the land shall have produced a sum which shall be sufficient,

(after deducting the amount the Society and the tenants on the land are

entitled to', to afford a yearly interest of $400, at the rate of six per

cent; to pay the said sum of $400 as an annuity to the Indians, as long

as they remain at their present place of abode; and in case they should

desire to remove, to grant unto them in lieu of such annuity, not less

than 24,000 acres within the boundary of the United States, to be held

on the usual conditions of Indian reservations.” The directors were
very much satisfied with this arrangement, and in due time Brother

VoE. I. XX
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Scbweinitz was oflSci illj
r notified by the Secretary of War that the

President of the United States had, on his part, ratified both agree-

ments and that entered into between Governor Cass and Brother

Sehvveinitz in its original form, by which the Society will receive $6654

25 cents out of the first proceeds of the sales—rejecting the provisional

proposition ol granting to the Society, instead of this sum, th&Gnaden-
huetten tract. At the same time notice was given that the further ne-

gotiations in execution of the ratified agreements were to be treated of

with the commissioner of the general land-office at Washington. Ac-

cordingly that gentleman shortly after required the Deed of retroces-

sion and the necessary transfers of the leases to be executed. Our
friend Mr. Sitgreaves kindly consented to make out a proper draft of

these important instruments, and in due time a formal retrocession of

the lands in question by Deed, dated 1st April, 1824, was effected, and

government perfectly satisfied n that respect.

In the mean lime the subject was brought before Congress by a mo-
tion of Mr. Wright, representative of the district of Ohio, in which the

lands are situated, for a resolution, requesting the President to com-
municate to Congress what had been done in consequence of the act of

last session. By a message, the President hereupon transmitted to the

House of Representatives all the documents referred to, which were

committed to a select committee, of which Mr. Wright was chairman.

Information of these proceedings was given by Mr. Graham, commis-

sioner of the general land-office, and Mr. Wright having previous

thereto, upon request, kindly promised to attend to the business,

the latter gentleman by letter informed Brother Schweinitz, that the

committee had favourably reported to the house and accompanied their

report by a bill to carry into effect the different provisions of the agree-

ment, regarding the sale of the land, the payments to the Society, the

tenants and the Indians, and in general duly to authorize their execu-

tion. A copy of the report and bill was at the same time transmitted,

and the directors invited to consider the latter and return it with sug-

gestions of such amendments or alterations as they might think neces-

sary. In a meeting of the directors it was however found unnecessary

to propose any such, regard having been had in the drafting of the bill

to every thing which had been stated to Mr. Wright on the part of the

Society, while the directors did not consider themselves competent to

judge of those parts of the bill not immediately regarding the interest of

the Society. By this bill the manner of the sales, which are not to take

place under a certain valuation price, is determined; an agent on the

part of the United States to act in the business constituted; and a right

of pre-emption secured to ti e Society for such part of the land not

under lease, as they may see proper to purchase, at a valuation to be

deducted from the amount they are entitled to receive; and a similar

right of pre-emption secured to the present tenants of the lots they

occupy. Considering the press of business before Congress, there was

great reason to apprehend that the bill so important to the Society

could scarcely be finally acted upon at the present session. It however

passed both houses of Congress and became an act by the approbation



FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL AMONG THE HEATHEN. 539

of the President, just before the close of the session—so that the whole

of this negotiation can now be considered as finally concluded.

In due time the directors were officially notified, that Mr. James Pa-

trick of New Philadelphia, had been appointed agent on the part of the

government, and this gentleman was in turn informed that Brother

David Peter at Gnadenhuetten had been duly authorized to act as the

agent of the Society. Alter proper consultation, detailed instructions

were forwarded to this Brother to govern his proceedings. Much as the

directors desired to satisfy the wishes of our Brethren at Gnadenhuetten,

that the Society would purchase a considerable part of the Gnadenhuet-
ten tract, they did not feel authorized by the Society to take this step,

and were sensible at the same tii«
,

that it would in a great degree de-

feat the primary object of the Society to get rid of the burden. They
therefore instructed their agent to retain so much of the land only, as

was ind spensably necessary to the present inhabitants of Gnaden uet-

ten—if possible, including both shores of the river, in order to perservc

the ferry, but not exceeding 150 acres, exclusive of the lots reserved by
the agreement. No account has yet been received of the lurther exe-

cution of this business; but it ought to be remarked, that agreeably to

the act of Congress, it must be completed within one year. Consider-

able loss and many difficulties may be expected; but nevertheless the

directors are confident, that the Society will have reason most sincerely

to rejoice, and to be grateful to the Lord, that so very injurious a pos-

session appears now in a fair way of being ultimately got rid of.

The present state of the Society’s finances will appear by the annual

accounts submitted by the treasurer.

Agreeably to our duty we now proceed to communicate to the So-

ciety a summary view of the present state of the United Brethren’s

missions in North America, as it has been made known to the Provin-

cial Conference, by their correspondence with our missionaries, and
with our Brethren in North Carolina.

A.— Concerning New Fairfield in Upper Canada .

In our report of last year we mentioned that the remnant of the

Goshen Indians had, of their own accord, thought proper to join the

congregation at New Fairfield. Towards the end of August last year,

they arrived safely with their families at that place, by which means
Fairfield obtained a considerable increase of inhabitants. The rela-

tions of the new comers had in some measure provided for their sub-

sistence by planting some fields for their use before hand; and by the

kind providence of the Lord the harvest of all kinds proved sufficient

for the necessities of the whole, notwithstanding early frost had injured

the latest planted fields considerably. The winter wTas rather mild in

those parts, the spring of the present year on the contrary unusually

cold, so that hard frosts were experienced in June, not without doing

damage. The consequence was, that by the latest accounts the Indians

were beginning to suffer considerable privations. The arrangements

made concerning the Muskingum land, afforded satisfaction to the In-

dians at Fairfield generally, and it is proper to mention that the British
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government has at length allowed the claims of the inhabitants of Fair-

field, on account of the reduction of their property, during the late war,

indemnification for which had been promised; Brother Luckenbach

expresses a hope, that when these claims shall be paid, it will enable

tl em to build the new church, the want of which is severely felt. As

regards the internal state of the mission, the regular accounts (which

we have received to the first of May) continue to evince, that our mis-

sionaries and the faithful part of their flock experience constant changes

of joy and grief. Their grateful joy is often expressed at the instances

they observe of the divine power, which the word of truth not rarely

appears to exercise on many hearts, and by the gracious visitation of

individual souls as well as of the whole congregation, experienced on

festival days. Among the latter, the 17th of September of the past year,

the 6th of January of the present year, aad by late letters, the 27th of

May are particularly mentioned, as having been solemnized by the bap-

tising of adults or their reception into the congregation, and attended

with powerful manifestations of our Saviour’s gracious presence. The
removal of the Goshen Indians has had a very beneficial effect upon the

state of mind and conduct of several of their number. On the other

hand, there has been no want of cause for grief on account of the re-

lapses of several, who had given good hopes of amendment—nor of

cause to pray for the gift of combining patience and love with serious

reproof and chastisement of what is evil. During the late spring more,

especially, our missionaries laboured more than once under great op-

pression of mind. At the close of their last diary they say: “ The dif-

ficulty of removing from our town such persons as refuse to submit to

the word of God and our regulations, increases continually, as the

places of residence for Indians on this river become more confined by

the white settlers. We possess in proportion to other Indians on the

Thames by far the greatest tract of land—while the land belonging to

their town has, some years ago, been sold by the Chippaways to white

people with a small reservation only. Whenever we are therefore un-

der the necessity of insisting on the removal of obnoxious persons, they

find it difficult to get a residence in these parts, and are obliged to go

to their countrymen of the Delaware nat on, who have lately removed
from White river, northwardly among the Sacks on the Mississippi. On
this account we are often obliged to retain such, who evidently stay

here for outward convenience and family connexions only, while they

evince by their conduct that they prefer a heathenish way of life to ours.

This evil to be sure, has been of long standing, and at all times existed

to a certain degree; and it is some consolation to think, that these de-

luded persons do nevertheless enjoy the privilege of hearing the gospel

while here, and thus we cannot know whether they may not one day

reap the benefit thereof, whereas they would be wholly out of the way,

wrere they to remove.

At the close of the last year, 1323, the number of persons residing

at Fairfield amounted to 207, (taking into account those excluded from

our fellowship) which is 37 more than at the close of 1822. Of these

44 are communicants; 171 baptized; 36 adults unbaptized; 69 children
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and youth of both sexes. Added to these, Brother and Sister Lucken-

bach with their two daughters and Brother Adam Human, the number

of inhabitants amounts to 212.

B.— Concerning the Mission among the Cherokees.

We have received constant information by our Brethren in North

Carolina, and occasionally letters, from Brother Smith at Spring-Place.

We gladly say that we find by these, that the Lord continues to bless

the promulgation of his gospel among that nation, and graciously deigns

to dwell among the small flock of believers already gathered. Brother

Smith particularises the last Christmas season as remarkable for Spring-

Place. An Indian woman was then baptized, together with her infant

daughter and grandson, which solemnity was attended by a large num-
ber of persons, many of whom wrere deeply affected. One sister was

present as a candidate at the celebration of the Holy Communion on

the same festival. In December the second case of a happy departure

of a member of the Cherokee congregation occurred by the death of

Sister Nancy Adair. Brother and Sister Gambold, after a considerable

stay at Spring-Place, had linally proceeded to their post at Oochgelogy,

where they endeavour to discharge their duty, as well as the dispersed

places of residence of their flock, and the increasing age of Brother

Gambold will permit. The claims of the State of Georgia on the United

States, to cause the Cherokees to leave that State, have given very

serious alarm to our Brethren in Carolina, who see the existence of

our prospering mission there much endangered, and who fear that a

continued refusal of the Indians to sell their land may finally cause dis-

agreeable collisions between them and the government and people of

Georgia. An attack made on a missionary resident at Talony, who, in

consequence fled with his family to Spring-Place, once caused an ap-

prehension that it might lead to a commencement of hostilities concern-

ing this land affair; as it is well-known, that the missionaries are sus-

pected of confirming the Indians in their determination, not to sell out.

Considerable excitement prevails among the Indians, as stated by
Brother Gimbold, and in a late letter it is mentioned that Brother

Charles Hicks has been required by some of the Cherokees to remove
the missionaries, (not indeed our Brethren.) with which, however, he

refuses to have any concern. Under all these circumstances our mis-

sion among the Cherokees becomes a particular object of faithful

prayer to the members of this Society, and to all true lovers of the

kingdom of Jesus.

Concerning the attempt to provide for the Negroes in the vicinity of

Salem a regular opportunity of bearing the gospel, and administering

the sacraments to such as do so effectually, we merely mention, that on
29th of December last, the church lately built for their use, was solemn-
ly dedicated. About 8o or 90 were present and appeared to enjoy a

blessed day, solemnized among the rest by the baptism of an adult wo-
man. We join our Brethren there in fervent supplication, that the

preaching of the gospel may be productive of more fruit among these

poor people than hitherto. In a letter from Brother Benade of the 3d
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of August, he mentions the following with reference to this mission.
“ Every fortnight regular service is kept in our negro church, consisting

generally of a public sermon and a meeting for instruction in the gospel

doctrines. The holy sacrament has hitherto not been administered at

stated times, but occasionally. The small congregation consists of

three communicants; 2 candidates; 8 adults, who are baptized and re-

ceived; 4 candidates for baptism; and three persons who have applied

to become members— together 20 persons. About 70 usually assem-

ble for worship on Sunday. Ttiere is an evident increase of reli-

gious sentiment perceptible among the blacks since they have a church
of their own.

Missionary Accounts contained in Letters from various Stations.

WEST INDIES.

ANTIGUA.

From Brother Christian Frederick Richter.

St. John’s, Jlpril 5, 1824.

“ Dear Brother

—

We could not peruse the account oi the dreadful

conflagration in Sarepta without many tears. This visitation is the

more severe, as that congregation is so far distant from all other con-

gregations. The Lord alone knows, why He permittrd so great a

calamity to befal them, and we pray, that His aim and purpose may be

wholly attained.

“ We are thankful for the Periodical Accounts, and the Missionary

Register. By the latter we received full information of the spread of

the Gospel by the exertions of other Christian denominations, in which
we rejoice.

Here, on our little Island, every tiling is quiet, and the work of

God proceeds with blessings. During the course of last month, we
enjoyed two very blessed days with our negro flock. On the 14th, be-

ing our prayer-day, 22 adults w’ere baptized; 42, baptized as children,

were received into the congregation, and 17 re admitted; 76 w:ere added

to the candidates. On the 28th, we had a blessed enjoyment of the

holy communion with 1230 communicants in two divisions; 42 were

solemnly confirmed, and 68 candidates were present as spectators.

“ Such days are seasons of great refreshment from the presence of

the Lord. We should indeed feel some anxiety, to see such numbers
added to the various cLsses, if there were not a genuine work of the

Holy Spirit perceptible in their souls, and we had reason to believe that

they would abide in the faith of Christ. The}’ promise w'ith hand and

mouth that they will be faithful to Him, part with world and sin, and

obey His word.
“ On these occasions, and indeed at other times, our church at St.

John’s cannot by far contain the number of hearers; a larger church

therefore wrould be very desirable, if we had the means of building one.
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When Brother Stobwasser left us, he hoped that considerable assistance

might be obtained in the island, but I fear, that under present circum-

stances, it would fall very short. The complaints among its inhabitants

about scarcity of money and hard times are very general.

“ Your inquiries respecting schools I cannot answer better, than by

sending you a copy of some answers put to questions by our worthy

Governor, Sir Benjamin D’Urban.
“ At Langfield Brooke’s estate, a school is kept every Monday by

one cf the missionaries residing at St John’s, where about a hundred

children, of this and two neighbouring estates, receive instruction in

reading; many more youths and giris attend several evenings in the

week, and re taught by such negroes, as have learnt to read.* Several

attempts to keep a Sunday-school at St. John’s have been frustrated,

for want of a proper school-room. The Sunday schools in the country

places might also be extended if we had larger rooms.
“ The whole number of uneducated children under 14 years of age,

whose parents attend divine service in our chapel, at St. John’s, is 550.
* “ At Gracehill there is a Sunday school; and the number of children

constantly attending, is 50.

“ At Sanderson’s a school is usually kept every Thursday; the num-
ber of children is 40. On Cochrane’s (Mr Otto’s) an evening school

is attended by about 20 children and adults.

“ The number of uneducated children under 14 years, whose parents

attend divine service at Gracehill, is 520.

“ At Gracebay there is a Sunday school; the number of children

attending, is from 100 to 140. On two estates they are instructed at

noon and in the evening.
“ The number of uneducated children under 14, whose parents

attend at Gracebay, is 369.
“ The attorney on R. W’s. estates takes particular care that the

children attend regularly.

“ At Newfield there is a Sunday school, at which about 50 children

attend Monday evening a school is kept at the same place, with 10

adults and 30 children. On Thursdays the children from Lavington’s

estate come to our ch ipel at Newfield. During crop-time, the elder

boys and girls cannot attend; out of crop-time, there are 40 scholars.
“ On three other estates, evening schools are kept for about 50 chil-

dren. About 100 uneducated children, nnder 14 years, belong to the

congregation at Newfield.
“ At Cedar-hall a Sunday school is kept in a cellar under the chapel.

The number of children attending is 50.

“ An evening school is kept on the estate called Bendall’s, at w hich

50 children attend.

* The Brethren’s missionaries were the first who, many years ago, began
to teach the Negro children to read, and established a Sunday-school at St.

John’s, but from various causes were obliged to desist. The smallness of
their number and want of room are the causes, why they cannot do what they
wish in this branch of service.
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“ The number of uneducated children, whose parents attend at

Cedar-hall, is 310.

“ I will here observe that most of the children attending the schools,

are children of F eld .Vegroes, and trained to field work.
“ These children have much more time to attend the schools, than

those who are employed as domestics, or apprenticed to trades.
“ F'ield Negroes have two hours at noon, from 12 to 2, the evenings,

and the Sundays lor themselves. Those who attend horned cattle and
sheep, are more confined to their duties, and have hardly any leisure

time, but in the evenings.
“ We have again lost an active fellow-labourer in Brother Ellis, who

has been called to serve the mission in Jamaica, and left us on the 17th

of March. YVe could not well resolve to p >rt with him so soon, and
till his place were supplied. But unexpectedly an opportunity present-

ed itself for him to s iil direct for Jamaica; which, being of rare occur-

rence, we would not let it slip. Brother Newby succeeds him at Cedar-
hall, and Brother Brunner is now alone at Gracehill.

“ YVe very deeply lament the departure into eternity of Brother
Shurman, who wras on his way to Antigua, in St. Croix, where he was
called home to eternal rest before he could reach the place of his des-

tination.
“ Many of our dear missionaries in the Danish Islands have finished

their course of late, which we very sincerely regret. The labourers

indeed are few; let us pray fervently to the Ion) of the harvest, that He
would prepare and send forth more labourers into his harvest.

C. F. RICHTERS

JAMAICA.
From Brother Lewis Stobwasser,

Fairfield, October 28th, 1823.
“ Dear Brother—YVe have now, thank God, succeeded so f.:r, as

to dispose of Carmel, and obtain a place in the Mayday hills, where

Brother Hoch’s family and we are now residing, and from whence I

have the pleasure of addressing you.
“ It was on the 7th of October when we removed hither. In our

evening devotion we gave thanks and praise to the Lord our Saviour

for bringing us to this place, beseeching Him to cause His grace and

peace, which passeth all understanding, to rest upon us, and every in-

habitant of this house.
“ The climate here is delightful. During the greatest heat, the ther-

mometer scarcely ever rises to 80, and it is never so cold as to require

a fire in the dwelling rooms, as is the case in many of the higher situa-

tions. The nights are quiet and cold, and the mornings delightful;

but in the afternoons there have been hitherto almost every day violent

thunder-storms, when the mountainous scenery before us becomes

beautifully varied, the widely- spread landscape appearing, as it were,

mixed up with the clouds, and the higher hills above them: but the
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most beautiful prospect is the pleasing hope of our being here favoured

to assist in gathering in a rich harvest of souls, ‘ as a reward for the

travail of Christ’s soul.’ Prejudices against the spread of Christianity

appear to be fast wearing away; and among the negroes themselves

hunger'and thirst after the word of God seems to increase. Here we
are surrounded by a numerous population of negroes, at a very con-

venient distance from us, although the roads are generally bad. The
country abounds with a very hard limestone rock, singularly perforated.

The earth is in most places of a deep red colour, soiling one’s stockings

and clothes.

“ The advantages resulting to the planter from the negroes being in-

structed in the Christian religion, and becoming truly converted to God,

seem to be generally acknowledged; and proprietors who formerly dis-

liked, and even opposed their slaves going to church, now encourage

them to go, insomuc that our church at New Eden is often too small

to hold the number of hearers. In tins place we fe,el sadly the want of

one. However, by the gracious help of the Lord, we trust we shall

meet with favour and assistance. The way of building here is different

from that I was used to in Antigua; and I see no other way, than to get

it done by contract. Our generous friend (Mr. Peart) makes us a pre-

sent of the timber. The timber growing here is very hard wood. In

Antigua, that most in use is deal.

“ VVe had much trouble to move the goods from Carmel to this place.

The ascent from the low lands is uncommonly steep; and our cart could

not get further than to the foot of the mountains. But our church

people exerted themselves with the greatest willingness, on their own
Saturdays, to bring the various things up the hill. Our neighbours

likewise very kindly assisted us with tl eir mules. The sendees ren-

dered us by Brother Berger, during our removal from Carmel, were
very valuable. His wife has been dangerously ill; but by the Lord’s

mercy, has recovered her health. They are now at New Eden, but will

soon come to us.

My mind is often engaged with my former dear fellow-labourers in

Antigua, and I hope that the liberality shown in England, in rendering

assistance to our various missionary concerns, for which may the Lord
richly bless our benefactors, will extend towards the wants of our mis-

sion in Antigua, upon which it has pleased Him to lay such special

blessing. The building of a new church at St. John’s is a most desira-

ble and highly necessary undertaking. Sunday schools are likewise to

be promoted; and the old chapel may be turned into a school-house

with great advantage.*
“ Brother Hoch is still an invalid, and likely to remain so. He is

therefore obliged to return to Europe, which he very reluctantly assents

to; as he delights in the labour anil ministry among the negroes. May
the Lord grant a successor with a heart full of love and zeal to serve

Him in His house.”

Von. r.

See Brother Richter’s letter, page 543.

vy
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“ Irivin, Montego-Bay, December 15th, 1823.

“ On the 20th of November, I left Fairfield on my journey to this

place, where we found Brother Light with his wife well in health and
full of activity.

“ At Fairfield we are busy in building some out-houses and a chapel,

which will be done in the cheapest way with fr me-work, a mode of

building very common in these parts. It will be 60 feet long, 84 hro.id,

12 high, up to the wall plate. A vestibule will be added, 12 feet hy 14,

and the whole covered with shingles. For this purpose we crave as-

sistance from our friends in Europe, the more so, as ot er stations

ought to he occupied, if we would fulfil the wishes of those planters,

who desire to promote the instruction of their slaves. Several very

eligible proposals have been made, and much encouragement is given

to enlarge the borders of our tents. We trust the Lord will over-rule

all for good, and for the benefit of His cause.
“ Brother Becker justly complains that the new chapel at New Eden

is already too small, and rapidly becoming more so, especially by means
of the diligent attendance of the mountain negroes from Milegully and
its neighbourhood. It would he very desirable to make a settlement at

the latter place, and I wish to visit those parts, that I may bettpr judge

of local circumstances. I hope we shall yet see in this island many
more doors opened, and the benefits of the gospel among the negroes

spreading far and wide. This will make them good, faithful and obe-

dient subjects, and satisfied with their state, as appointed by providence.

I have been cheered and encouraged by what the Lord has done, and

is doing, here at Irwin by the ministry of our worthy Brother Light.

It is far more than I expected, and the public, worship is generally pretty

well attended. There are reports of discontent among the negroes, of

which however we perceive nothing, and hope that Christmas will pass

quietly.”

“ Fairfield, February 23d, 1824.

“ On my return from Irwin, where we had spent seven weeks most

pleasantly with Brother and Sister Light, I found your very acceptable

letter of the 24th of October.

“ The news that our truly venerable and beloved Brother Thomas
Moore, Bishop of our Church, had been, in so sudden and pe ceful a

manner, called to enter into that rest which remaineth for the people of

God, came unexpected, like an electrical shock. But who can say

unto the Lord: what doest Thou! He enjoys now that fullness of joy

and bliss, in the presence of his God and Saviour, which is through

mercy the portion of all those who have loved and served Him, and

His house on earth. How consoling is that conviction, that He who
from the beginning chose and prepared servants to do His work, at the

right time appointing or dismissing them, will know how to supply the

places of those whom He calls home to rest. We therefore never need

give way to desponding thoughts, but let us press forw rd, that we may
also be accepted of Him, and obtain the prize of our high calling in

Christ Jesus our Lord.



MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 547

“ In my former letter ! mentioned my Laving left Fairfield on the

20th of November last, for Irwin. From Fairfield we went to New
Eden, where we made an agreeable st y of four days, and proceeded

by Bl.ickriver, a small town on the river of the same name, down which

ell kipd of produce is brought in boats to the shipping. From hence

we went c n to Hopeton, and spent a few days most pleasantly with our

valuable friends Mr. Hutchinson Scott and his family. The zeal and
exertions of this worthy family, to promote th$ temporal and spiritual

welfare of their negroes is great, and may it please the Lord to direct

all things so as to m ke their benevolent resigns effective. On our

way from lienee to Montego bay, we were delighted with the pictures-

que and romantic scenery, in passing along the mountain road. For
fourteen miles the carriage road lies along a ridge, now on the right,

and again on the left, presenting dangerous precipices. The beauty of

the glens and gullies, and the luxuriance of growth of every species of

known and unknown plants, bushes and trees constantly attracted our

attention. - VVe were hospitably entertained at Bonavista, the residence

of a cousin of Mr. Scott, from whence the road to Montego-bay exhi-

bits some very beautiful prospects, descending along a picturesque glen,

through which a brook flows rapidly, forming several small cascades.

To one, who has resided so long in Antigua, the murmuring springs

and brooks, clear as crystal, which abound in Jamaica, is a great treat.

About a mile from the town of Montego-bay, a handsome stone bridge

crosses the river, when the road turns to the right along its bank to

Irwin.

“ I cannot enter into much detail respecting our most pleasant and
interesting stay with Brother Light; l accompanied him to all the places

where he visits, and was particularly struck with the admirable patience

and perseverance he shews in instructing the children, notwithstanding

the peculiar difficulties attending that service. At Willi msfiekl, which
is situated in a very charming valley, and, as it were, quite sep..rated

from the rest of the world, where Brother Light has a small wooden
chapel, the children seem to be particularly eager for instruction; and I

wish you and all friends to the amelioration of the condition of the ne-

groes, could see such a number of healthy, well fed, well-dressed,

strong and cleanly looking negro children assembled in a house of God,

built expressly for them and their parents by the benevolent owner,

and hear, with what readiness they answer, when they are catechized,

I believe no one could witness >t, without being deeply affected.
“ With regard to an increase of the Christian church from among

the adult population, the prospect is certainly brightening. Our con-

gregations at Fairfield and New Eden, continue to have accession to

their numbers. In the year 1823, at New Eden, 58 adults and 21 chil-

dren were baptized; 30 received, and 36 became communicants: at Fair-

field, 28 adults and 12 children were baptized; 45 received, and 34 ad-

mitted to the Holy Communion: at Irwin, 30 adults and 41 children

were baptized; 13 received, and 3 admitted to the Lord’s Supper. At
the close of 1823, the number of negroes belonging to our mission ry

stations in Jamaica were: at New Eden, 528 adults and 90 children bap-
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tized: at Fairfield, 448 adults and 69 children baptized: at Irwin, 84

adults and 120 children baptized: candidates in the three places, 243:

and entered, by their special desire, on our books for care and instruc-

tion, 700: in all, under the care of the Brethren’s missionaries, 2282

persons; whom we earnestly commend to the prayers and intercession

of all our Brethren and friends, that He, who has begun a good work
of mercy to these poor people, may complete it until the day of our

Lord Jesus Christ, Amen! Brother Hoch has held out as long as possi-

ble, and used every means for the restoration of his health and strength,

but without effect. His wife is likewise in a very declining state of

health, they therefore, though very reluctantly, must avail themselves

of an opportunity of returning to Europe in April or May, where they

may receive such medical advice as may, by the blessing of the Lord,

contribute towards their recovery.”
“ March 2d, 1824.

“ About Christmas, we were alarmed by various rumours of a spirit

of disaffection and rebellion prevailing among the negroes, and here

and there some disturbances took place, but by God’s mercy, they were

quelled, and we spent Christmas very quietly.

“ Brother Light and many white people told us, that they had never

enjoyed a more peaceable time. The militia were under arms. I and

my wife, however, were much annoyed by the continual beating of the

gumbiah, a kind of drum with feet; for when they gave up in one house,

they began in another. Here, in the Mayday hills, our negroes did not

even know of the existence of such a thing: on our return, I gave them

an account of it.

“ With Brother Light’s little congregation, however, we spent those

festival days very happily, and when we met in the name of our Sa-

viour, we felt His presence among us. We trust that those who believe

on Him, have become more firmly grounded in the true faith, and that

m ny a stranger has been drawn unto Him. He said, “ And I, if I be

lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me;” and it is by the

word of His cross, that He awakens and enlightens the hearts of men,

and reconciles and brings them nigh unto God. The meetings on

Christmas-eve, and on the second and third Christmas holiday, were

well attended. The hall of the house had been enlarged for the pur-

pose, to almost twice its former size, and was pretty well filled. On
New Year’s day, all the people belonging to Irwin attended in the after-

noon. Though one may perceive that not every one of them attends

from the right motive, yet of these, many get “ pricked in their

hearts,” and to me it appears, as if, after eight years’ patient waiting, a

bright day of the Lord was dawning. Brother Light is indeed inde-

fatigable, in preaching the Gospel wherever he finds an open door. I

join him in beseeching you, and all our friends to t e propagation of

the Gospel, to pray for him also, whenever we. offer up that petition in

our Litany, ‘ Give us open doors to preach Thy gospel!’

“ On the 20th of January we left Irwin. He and his wife accom-

panied us to Bonavista, where we spent a very pleasant evening with

our friends, and proceeded to Hopeton on the follow ing day. If a mis-
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sionary were stationed here, he would find every needful preparation

made by the worthy family. We took a view of the premises proposed

for a settlement, and could not but cordially wish and pray, that the

Lord may in His own good time, fulfil the wishes of our friends, and
grant success to the preaching o! the gospel in this place also. From
Hopeton I made a very pleasant excursion to Belmont, about seven

miles distant from the former place. Here we staid two days, and I

had an opportunity of preaching to negroes, who probably had never

before heard the gospel. They listened with very great attention, and

on the second evening L had a respectable auditory. The negroes, of

their own accord, had dressed themselves in their best clothes. You
see that much might be done here for the increase of our Lord’s king-

dom, if He were pleased to give His blessing to our labours.

“January 31st, we left Hopeton and arrived ag.iin with Brother

Becker, at New Eden. On the following day, being praycr-day, 1 had

the favour to baptize eight negroes into the death of Jesus. On Tues-
day, we set out on a visit to Mile.-Gully, a district of Manchester parish,

where the greater part of Brother Becker’s congregation resides. The
road is good, though with some frightful precipices on the one side,

and we soon reached the higher and cooler region, passing near the

junction of the Mayday and Nassau mountains, and then descending

into a broad vale, intersected with lower hills and vallies. This vale,

with the sides of the mountains enclosing it, forms the district of Mile-

Gully, which is about twenty miles long and ten broad. The negroes

. were delighted to see their teacher, Brother Becker. At Devon, fifteen

miles from New Eden, they surrounded his horse, so that for some
minutes he could not proceed. On Wednesday evening about a hun-

dred of them assembled in Mr. Abel’s hall, whom I addressed on the

text appointed for the day. The proprietor himself and a neighbour-

ing proprietor were present. The former reads the church-prayers

every Sunday to his negroes. On the following day we visited other

places, and every where the negroes expressed their great joy on see-

ing Brother Becker. Some even shouted for joy. We returned to

New Eden with grateful hearts for all that the Lord has done for these

poor people.

LEWIS STOBWASSER.”

St. KITTS.

From Brother Samuel M. Wright.

“ bethesda, January 13, 1824.

“ Dear Brother—You may have heard that Brother Procop has

left us for Antigua, and that Brother Sautter from thence has succeded

him at Basseterre. The latter arrived here on the 16th of October,

after a safe and speedy passage. Tbe former sailed lor Antigua on the

7th of November.
“ Concerning the work of the Lord here in Bethesda, I may remark,
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that when we take a retrospective view of our Saviour’s leading us, as

our kind Shepherd throughout the year past, and of the special bless-

ing which has attended our poor services and the preaching ol His

word; I am astonished at His grace vouchsafed to us, who are so un-

worthy. May He keep us humble and give us grace to labour in His

strength, that His whole aim may be obtained. That vital pinciple of

living faith, which is so needful to the building up of a congregation of

true followers of Jesus, and which at the close of 1822 seemed at a very

low ebb in this place, is now evidently operating and efficient. This

we perceive as a flock of Christ, when we are met together in His

name, and also in the hearts of individuals. In short, we own with

gratitude, th • t He is with us.

“ You will be pleased to hear, that we have begun something like a

Sunday school. Our number of scholars is about 240. The congrega-

tion is on the increase: during the year past, 272 persons have been

added to it, and about SOU new people have given in their names.
“ The publications you have sent us, have given us great pleasure,

as exhibiting the state of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour in the

earth. We had here some reports of disturbances likely to take place

about Christmas, but all is peace. The calls for missionary exertions

are frequent. We request an interest in the prayers of all our Brethren,

Sisters, and friends.

SAMUEL M. WRIGHT.”

From Brother William F. Sautter.

“ Basseterre, April 27, 1824.

“ Dear Brother—You have been informed, that by the gracious

help of our Lord we have arrived safe in St. Kitts, being called to labour

here in His vineyard. May it please Him to own and bless our weak
endeavours to serve Him and His people in this delightful field. After

so long a residence in Antigua, it was natural for us to feel greatly

attached to a place, w-here we had experienced so much goodness and

mercy from the Lord our Saviour, and were so happy in fellowship

with our dear fellow labourers. But while we divell on earth, we re-

member that we are pilgrims and sojourners, and have no continuing

city, but seek one which is to come. M iy He prepare us for that

place, which is reserved in heaven for us. Wh»re I am, says our Sa-

viour, there shall my servant be. May we, after our labour here is

ended, be found faithful and through grace be counted worthy to stand

before Him, and to enter into His joy. Our plea will be this, that He
has done all for us, paid our debt, and given Himself a ransom to pro-

cure for us the possession of pternal happiness.

“ The congregation at Basseterre, which we have the favour to serve

at present, is not so large as that which we have left in Antigua: yet

we find quite enough to employ both ourselves and our dear fellow-

labourers, and even at times more than our weak powers can ac-

complish. It affords us indeed great comfort and encouragement, that
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our church is generally filled with attentive hearers, and that the pre-

sence of our Lord and Saviour is truly and powerfully felt, when we
meet in His n-,me. The number of this congregation is about 2000,

besides about 5u0 new people. Those also, who were formerly ex-

cluded on account of transgressions, constantly attend the public wor-

ship. A great proportion ol the congregation give evidence, that they

are children of God, whose walk nd conversation, even amidst much
temptation, is steady and comfortable to the gospel. Some indeed

there are, who are as reeds shaken by ev< ry wind, suffering themselves

to be overcome by the allurements of sin, and the snares and tempta-

tions from within and without, stumbling and falling. With such we
must have patience, even as our Lord has taught us, whose long-suffer-

ings and forbearance is great, and the proofs of His love, mercy, and
goodness, in reclaiming transgressors, abundant and encouraging. He
has received gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, and He is still

glorified by saving and rescuing sinners like brands from the burning.
“ We were truly enlivened and refreshed by the contemplation of

our S .viour’s sufferings, death and resurrection during the Passion-

week, Good Frid y and Easter. His iast discourses with His disciples

previous to His Passion made again a deep inpression upon all our

hearts. He was pleased to bless the word of His cross, and it was ac-

companied with power and the demonstration of the Holy Spirit in

the hearts of the he rers. Brother Wright experienced the same at

Bethesda, and Brother Johansen at Lavington’s, where we have obtain-

ed a new preaching-place. He spent Good Friday with the people

theie, and a considerable number attended. Here, at Basseterre, our

church was filled ever) evening during Passion-week, but especially on
Good Friday and Easter Sunday, when the church could not hold the

number ol hearers, but many stood without. May the Lord grant, that

the good seed sown may have fallen into good ground, prepared by
His Spirit to receive it, that the fruits thereof may redound to the

honour and glory of His name.
“ On the first Sunday after Easter, those w‘ o had attained to dif-

ferent privileges in the church, ad, as usu- 1, a particular meeting: 133

were baptized or received into the congregation since Easter 1823; and

72 admitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper. At Bethesda there were
108 of the former, and 50 of'the latter description, present on that oc-

c sion. There is a great fie.d for missionary exertions on that side of

the island. It is easier to supply Lavington from Bethesda, which is

only eight miles off, whereas from hence it is nearly fourteen, which is

a long journey in this hot climate, and almost too much both for man
and horse, to go and return. We therefore very earnestly hope that

we shall receive assistance from Europe.
“ We are all, thank God, blessed with a sufficient portion of health

to be able to do our duty without interruption. It is a great encourage-

ment to us to receive letters from our Brethren in Europe, and in these

distant regions to be assured that our dear Brethren and friends at home
remember us in their prayers, and take share in the welfare of this
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mission; and we commend the same with ourselves and our fellow-

labourers to the continuance of their love and intercession.

WILLL1AM F. SAUTTER.”

SURINAM.
From Brother William Christ. Genth.

“ Paramaribo, March 1, 1824.
‘ Dear Brother—I avail myself of the opportunity afforded by the

voyage of our worthy friend and benefactor Mr. Lefroy to England, to

renew my correspondence with you. The mission in this place pro-

ceeds with the blessing of the Lord, in a quiet, uninterrupted course,

and we experience that He is with us, and causes the power of the

Word of reconciliation to be made manifest in the hearts of the hearers.

Our family consists of five married pair and three children, and all of

us enjoy at present a good state of health.

“ In June last year great sickness prevailed in this colony. No epi-

demical disorder of the kind is ever remembered to have been rife in

this place. It was attended with a convulsive kind of cough, fever, and
in some instances, with spitting of blood. It was introduced from
Cayenne, and seemed to proceed along the coast from the eastward,

nor did it spare the Indians and free negroes. Here, at Paramaribo,

thank God, we fared pretty well, though many negroes were attacked

by it. A great many here and in other places died of this distemper.

We were obliged, during its continuance, to omit our evening meetings,

as very few could attend, and even the streets were almost deserted.

The negroes complained aloud, and declared, that they had never ex-

perienced so severe an illness in all their lives. Even after it had

subsided, many people were carried ofifby malignant fevers, by which

also many a young European was wafted into eternity. At present the

bloody flux is prevalent, and occasions the death of many.
“ We have had a very long continued drought; and not till last

month the rains commenced. This brought on a great scarcity of good

fresh water, and did much harm to the produce, especially to the bana-

na plantations. The bananas are the daily bread of this country, and

the most wholesome and favourite food of the negroes. At present the

bushel costs from two to three florins. The communication between

us and Holland and North America, remains uninterrupted, and all

manufactured goods, as well as provisions are abundant in this colony.

But the course of exchange is much against us, and S12 florins in p;.per

money, are equal to only 100 Dutch currency. We live by God’s

mercy in peace and security, and together with our fellow-citizens have

many proofs of the goodness, mercy and long-suffering of our God and

Saviour.

“ As to the state of the mission, we may declare with truth, that the

blessing of God rests upon it. Our poor services are not in vain. The
power of the word of the cross is manifest in the hearts of many, who
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inquire what they must do to be saved. Thpy then are directed to, and
find that Saviour, who came into the world to seek and save the lost.

“ On our last prayer-day, February 15th, eleven adults and one child

received holy baptism in our church. These are solemn seasons, in

which we experience in truth, that Jesus, according to 1 1 is promise, is

in the midst of us, to bless and comfort our hearts. During the course

of last year 76 adults and 26 children were added to the church by
holy baptism. The whole number of our negro congregation, at ihe

close of 1823, was 1089; of these 761 are communicants, 136 baptized,

not yet communicants, and 192 baptized children. Besides these, there

are 150 candidates for baptism and new people under instruction; in

all 1239 persons. Daily do we repeat to our dear converts from among
the heathen, the words of the apostle Jo n, ‘ Little children, when He
shall appear, wc may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him
at His coming.’ For, alas! it may too easily happen, that some are

seduced to forsake the narrow path that leadeth to life everlasting, and
to return to the broad road. Old prejudices, evil customs, bad exam-
ples, seducing arts, and above all, a deceitful heart within, lead the

unwary astray. In such, however, the unbounded mercy and faithful-

ness of the good Shepherd is seen; He, who laid down 1 1 is life for the

sheep, yet follows the straying ones through the wilderness, and brings

many a one back to the fold. O that, by the Holy Spirit, the number
of those who are truly awakened and converted to God may increase

more and more, and that every member of the flock may exhibit a clear

and convincing proof, that the gospel of a crucified Saviour, when re-

ceived in fait*
,

is powerful to transform the mind and spirit of the ne-

gro and Indi n as well as the European, and that His blood, shed for

the remission of sin, cleanseth from all unrighteousness.
“ VVe have full liberty to preach to, and teach the negroes in three

plantations; Fairfield, (to which some negroes come from the neigh-

bouring plantation, Breukelward,) Klynhoop, and Mollhoop. VVe go

from Paramaribo to visit these places once in eight weeks. It takes us

about five days to perform this journey. In the course of the year

1823, seventeen persons were baptized on these estates. The whole

number belonging to us is 121. To Mofhoop, which lies not far from

Klynhoop, we received an invitation within the last year. To Fairfield

and Breukelward we are not only invited to preach, but the proprietor

has had a chapel built for the purpose. These places have been visited

for many years
“ Some of the baptized Sarameca free negroes visit us now and then.

A party of them called not long ago and expressed themselves very

desirous after Christian instruction. They appeared sincere, aad not

without conviction and feeling. Christian Grego, a vener.ble and
worthy man among them, whom, in former days, the Brethren had
taught to read and write, and whose walk and conversation is conform-

able to the gospel, maintains Christian fellowship among the baptized,

and edifies them by reading to them the word of God. In a letter I

lately received from him, he expresses himself thus: ‘ I am very in-

firm and have a pain in my breast, and do not know whether I shall

Vol. i. z z
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ever see you again. I therefore pray to my dear Saviour, that He
would take me home to Himself, which is now my chief desire.’

—

Sometimes a few of the baptized Aruwacks come hither and call upon

us. Their demeanour is always friendly and orderly.

“ In externals, the Lord has granted to us His blessing, with health

and strength. It is a great mercy if a man is enabled in this hot climate

cheerfully to attend to his duties, and I feci gratitude towards God for

this great favour granted to me and mine, and to my fellow-labourers.

Our constitutions have accommodated themselves so well to this climate,

that although Fahrenheit’s thermometer stands, this morning, at 71

above 0, wTe feel the air cool and pleasant. Remember us and our

dear negro congregation in your prayers: commend us to all our friends

and Brethren every where.

Your affectionate Brother,

W. C. GENTH.”

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.
From Brother J. M. P. Leitner.

“ Hemel en Aarde, January 9, 1824.
:< Dear Brother—Your very acceptable letter of August 26, 1823,

f received on the 28th of December and thank you for all its contents;

and particularly for the share you take in our welfare, and that of the

institution, which, by the providence of God, we are at present appoint-

ed to serve. We feel ourselves very weak and insufficient for so im-

portant a service; and if we have cause to be thankful for any good
done, we well know, that it is owing to the grace of our Saviour, and

the work of the Holy Spirit.
“ With the assistance of those patients who are able to work, I have

constructed a little queduct, about 6 0 paces in length, by which the

water from the river Unrust, proceeding from the Attaquas Kloof, is

brought to our place, and made to pass between the houses and gardens,

to irrigate the latter. There is enough of it to work a mill This

work, and the formation of a large garden, at no small expense of

money and labour, will he in vain, if the institution is removed. I

trust, however, that it will please God so to direct all things, that His

cause may be furthered, and a real spiritual benefit accrue to the poor

people.
“ As to the preaching of the gospel in this place, we should deny the

power of His grace, did we not gratefully declare, that He has granted

His blessing to attend our feeble testimony. You will find sufficient

proof of it in our diary of last year. Many a poor Hottentot has be-

come thereby convinced of his lost condition through sin, and been

taught to seek forgiveness and deliverance from its thraldom, through

the power and mercy of our Saviour. Some of the patients departed

this life in reliance on the merits of Jesus, with a sure and joyful hope

of everlasting rest and bliss. Thirteen adults and five children have

been added to the church by holy baptism, and one person admitted to
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the Lord’s supper: in short, we may with truth declare, that the word
of atonement has not been preached here in vain, but has approved it-

self the power of God in the hearts of these wretched sufferers, who
arc indeed outcasts from human society. To Him be all the glory.

“ When I was at Capetown, an English gentleman (Mr. Cooke) gave

me 200 rix-dolhirs towards the relief of the poor people in this institu-

tion, for which may the Lord richly bless and reward him. He approves

himself as a true friend of the mission. We beg you to present our

best love to the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and to all

friends; and commending ourselves and our labours to their remem-
brance and prayers, remain ever.

J. M. & G. P. LEITNER.”

From Brother Hans Peter Hallbeck.

“ Gnadenthal, October 14, 1823.
“ Dear Brother—In your last letters j'ou speak of the London

Association in aid of the Brethren’s mission', and those of Edinburgh.
Glasgow, and others. I cannot think of these societies, without as-

tonishment and gratitude to the Lord for His kind providence, in thus

disposing the hearts of His children in other denominations, who so no-

bly and disinterestedly came to our relief, and plead the cause of our

missions better than we can do it ourselves May God abundantly bless

those excellent institutions, for their zealous exertions in supporting our

missions! The providential dealings of God with the Brethren’s church
and missions have been remarkable from the beginning, and have very

properly been noticed in the reports of the Association; but is not the

institution of these associations itself, one of the most striking proofs

of our Saviour’s providential care for us.

“ We have lately bad plentiful r ins, which is rather unusual at this

season, and unless the rust, or mildew, which is, alas, already making
its appearance, or some other misfortune should spoil the corn-fields,

there is now every reasonable hope of tbeir escaping the hurtful in-

fluence of the drought. How should we rejoice, if the Hottentots were
rewarded for their diligence in agricultural labours. We have this year-

planted above 600 oaks, and are, as much as possible, enlarging our

plantations on the hills, which will be of great advantage to the settle-

ment. The Hottentots are now very busy in their gardens, and we
assist the widows and infirm people to sow and plant, that they may
have a garden-crop, in case the harvest should fail. Many have been

obliged to seek work at the farmers, and of the adults belonging to us

nearly half the number are abroad, so that our church is not so much
crowded as formerly, but the schools are well attended, and we do all

in our power to promote the improvement of the children, ana find that

our labour is not in vain. We have many clever readers, and some
who write tolerably well. My wife employs some of the girls in needle-

work, which they do very well. Orders are numerous.
“ I can easily believe, that some kind, benevolent persons, as you
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state, wonder that, amidst the severe distress of last year, we caused

the poor people to do some public work, before they partook of the

me d of ch irity, and I ought perhaps to have explained our plan more
fully. I would certainly have done it long ago, if I had ventured to

anticipate th .t general participation in our sufferings, which it has

pleased God lo excite among your countrymen. For the satisfaction

of those kind friends, I therefore beg leave to observe, that we did not

expect the people to fatigue themselves by work
;
nor were the aged

and infirm c tiled upon to take any share in the labour; and it was evi-

dent th.it it was a gratification to the people themselves to be favoured

to do something for their own benefit. Our view in adopting the mea-
sure, w.ts to guard against any possible abuse of the gifts entrusted to

us for distribution, and to prevent that degrading spirit of pauperism

from creeping in amongst our Hottentots, which is so very pernicious

in its consequences. VVe felt ourselves, as we still do, under great res-

ponsibility to those who have stepped forward to our relief and, with

a view to make their donations go as far as possible, we have from the

beginning endeavoured to use them in such a manner, that whilst they

relieved the needy, they at the same time acted as an incitement to

useful exertion; and 1 have no doubt but this view of the subject, if

properly understood, will be approved of by our kind benefactors.

Another question, which probably has arisen in the minds of some of

our friends, and which I ought to have answered ere now, is this: how
does it happen that Gnadenthal, the most flourishing of our settlements

has suffered most? The very same circumstance, which rendered it

more prosperous than the other settlements in good years, has plunged

it in greater distress, at this season, not to take also into consideration

the heavier affliction during the storms. Gnadenthal is the only mis-

sionary station which depends chiefly upon agriculture for its outward

prosperity; and because agriculture in general affords more certain re-

sources than other branches, such as carrying of goods, rearing of cat-

tle, &.c. the resources of Enon, Groenekloof, and other stations,)

therefore Gnadenthal prospered more than its sisters, as long as agri-

culture flourished. It was always the favourite spot of the Hottentots,

and capable of maintaining more inhabitants than any other station.

Hence it happened that this place could not fail to suffer more than the

rest, by the successive calamities which hefel agriculture; and for this

same reason, the farmers of our neighbourhood, whose only resource

was agriculture, were so much reduced, that government came forward

to distribute alms among the most needy of them, which was done in

no other district. One circumstance proves to every reflecting mind

the intensity of last year’s distress amongst our Hottentots, viz. that

within the last twelvemoth only half the number of children were born,

as, on an avenge, in every preceeding year. It being now about a

year since we were so severely afflicted, 1 have in these days had much
conversation with Hottentots on the subject, with a view to encourage

them to gratitude towards our Saviour for His wonderful help. I

asked an old industrious man, who has been accustomed to better days,

how it was possible that he could maintain life by the little nourishment
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contained in the leaves of herbs. His answer was: ‘ I had some old

slips of an ox hide, and a couple of worn out shoes (made of raw
hides.) These I first laid on hot ashes, till they were half burnt, then

I cut them in pieces and pounded them; after which they were boiled

with the grassy substances, and thus made them more nourishing.’ A
noble feature in the conduct of this very man, during the distress, de-

serves to be noticed. As long as nothing hut grass and herbs were to

be found in the fields, this man he is a widower, half blind) and i is

two little daughters appeared with the rest to partake of the meal pre-

pared for the poor. But, as soon as the bulb-season came, he disap-

peared. Meeting him once, accidentally, in the village, I asked him
the reason. He replied: ‘Thanks to God; I can now, with the assist-

ance of my girls, find a sufficiency of bulbs in the fields, which are both

nourishing and palatable; and therefore 1 do not think it right for me
to be troublesome, and to tike away what ought to be given to those

only who are not able to provide for themselves. It is true, I have
neither bread nor meat; but 1 will rather forego these luxuries, than

deprive those who are more infirm than myself.’

“ Alas! the mildew has again shown itself in some parts of the colony,

and in our neighbourhood; and I hear that some early sown fields are

quite destroyed by its pernicious influence. We have however of late

had very plentiful rains for six or seven successive days; and I there-

fore still cherish the hope, that a general destruction of the harvest

may thereby, under God’s kind providence, be prevented. We can do
nothing but pray; and you will easily believe, that after what we have
gone through, we do it from our inmost soul. May God have mercy
upon us!

“ In addition to the particulars I have already communicated about

the Mantatees, I transcribe the following paragraph from the Cape
Gazette of September 6th, which contains the last news from that quar-

ter: ‘The information received from Mr. G. Thompson has been com-
pletely confirmed by a letter from Mr. Melville, dated Griquatown 21st

July, with the exception of the statement received by Mr. Moffatt, of

the invading tribes being accompanied by white people in European
dresses. It appears, that the commando of Griquas, consisting of about

90 men with muskets and horses, and accompained by Messrs. Melville

and Moffatt, left Griquatown on the 21st of June. On arriving at

Kuruman, they were joined by a party of Botchuanas. They then

proceeded to within six miles of Old Lattakoo, where they found the

enemy established, having defeated the Botchuanas under their chief

Mahomapeele. After having in vain endeavoured to establish a friendly

communication with the invaders, an engagement was commenced by
the Mantatees. After several hours’ fighting, the invaders were de-

feated, leaving about 400 men killed. Many women and children were
left behind, who, we are concerned to state, w'ere inhumanly and indis-

criminately massacred or mutilated by the Botchuanas (who joined in

the pursuit,) notwithstanding the utmost exertions on the part of

Messrs. Melville and Moffat to prevent them. A subsequent letter

from Mr. Melville states, that he has received a report of hundreds be-
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ing at Old Lattakoo, and on the road to New Lattakoo, as well as at

Nokenning, a place 15 miles to the cast of old Lattakoo, and tb-.t for

want of food they were living upon one anolller. , Thus far the Gazette.
“ I do not know, whether 1 have told you in former letters, that

Lord Charles had expressed a wish, that the healthy children at Hemel
en Aarde might be brought to Gnadenthal, and there taken care of.

llis wish has been complied with; and 27 children arrived here last

Saturday, who were entrusted to the care of respectable Hottentots in

this place. His Excellency is particularly anxious that the children

may have the advantage of a Christian education. May we prove our-

selves worthy of the confidence placed in us and our Hottentot con-

gregation !”

“ December bth, 1823.
“ In my last, I stated to you, that the mildew had again made its

appearance, and most unfortunately the whole colony from Grahams-
town to our neighbourhood, has been visited with this dreadful calamity,

and man}' farmers have not reaped one single gr .in. 1 hear, howe ver,

that the neighbourhood of Capetown and Stellenbosch, and a few farms

on this side of Hottentots’ Holland have been spared, and as the price

in the Cape market depends chiefly on -the harvest in the Bovenl nd,

there is some probability, that the price will not be so exorbitant as two

years ago, though it has already advanced considerably. Even the

barley has been attacked with the mildew, wi ich was never the case

before. Our poor Hottentots have suffered most severely; perhaps not

more than one half of those who have sown, will even think of cutting

the corn, for there is not one grain to be found, and the straw cannot

even be used as fodder for the cattle; some of them think it their duty

to be at the expense of harvesting, though the return will certainly not

cover that expense, and l only know of three or lour, wdio will have a

tolerable harvest. Thus instead of 1500 muids, which, judging from

appearance, we promised ourselves in the beginning of October, we
shall not even reap as much as was committed to the ground. In ad-

dition to this severe loss, our poor Hottentots will also be without the

good earnings, which they usually find with the farmers in the harvest,

since most of the latter have little or nothing to reap. We must there-

fore again look forward to a year of distress and sufferings, but the

Lord, who has helped us through on former occasions, will not forsake

us. It is no small consolation to us to know, that through the genero-

sity of our English friends, we are not quite so destitute, as we were

two years ago, and that it is in our power to assist the most needy and

helpless. In my opinion, however, it would be neither wise nor rig t,

to make any further appeal to charity; but I entreat for myself, my fel-

low labourers, and our congregation, an interest in the prayers of our

Brethren and friends

“ We had a remarkable visit here the other day. A Hottentot Cap-

tain, Msalom Pommer, head of a kraal at Sandvonteyn, situated about

four days’ journey from Gnadenthal, at some distance on the other side

of the mountains, which you leave to your lei t in going from Zwellen-

dam to Zurbraak, came hither on his way from Capetown, most earnest-
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ly entreating; us to supply his people, amounting to about 50 persons,

living in eight houses, with a teacher. He assured us, that though

blind Heathen, they were desirous to hear the word of God, as their

poor children were growing up in ignorance, and the parents were un-

able to instruct them. Though the account he gave of the place and

situation was not in every respect what we could wish, yet he was so

earnest in his request, that we did not think ourselves justified in giving

the poor man an unqualified refusal. We therefore promised to visit

his kraal; and a couple of Brethren will make a journey thither after

the new year; which is the more desirable, as it is a neighbourhood

with which we are wholly unacquainted. T<> avoid misunderstanding,

so easily arising out of vague ruinous, I h. ve already given notice to

the Landdrost of this our intention, and h-ve asked his advice on the

subject.

“ On the 22d and 23rd ult. we were honoured with a visit by His

M jesty's Commissioners of Inquiry, on their journey into the interior.

They attended our church and school, inspected our shops, visited the

Hottentots in their houses and gardens, and entered more minutely into

all the circumstances of the Mission, than any visitors I ever remem-
bered to have conversed with in Gnadenthal, and appeared to be parti-

cularly attentive to that part of their commission, which relates to the

Hottentots, and diligently to study the interests of this poor people. I

trust that their visit here gave them a favourable impression of the la-

bour ot the Brethren among the Heathen. In order to save them the

trouble of long and tedious inquiries, I drew up a short sketch of the

origin, progress, and present state of our mission here, which was hand-

ed to them, and in which also some of the difficulties attending our mis-

sionary labours, were candidly stated.
“ You will have heard by Brother Schmitt of the dreadful inundation

at Enon, by which their fine mill and pump were nearly destroyed.

The whole of that district has suffered most severely, and many of the

unfortunate settlers, will probably ere long leave this hapless country.

In Theopolis I regret to hear, that both church and school are washed
down.”

“ January 21, 1824.

“ By the diary I now send you, you will perceive that our congrega-
tion has decreased in number in the course of last year; which is owing
partly to the levy of recruits, and partly to the great distress of the pre-

ceding years. By the former we have lost upwards of thirty individuals,

including women and children; and in consequence of outward distress,

several families have been obliged to seek a livelihood among the

colonists far and near. We cannot keep their names on the list of inha-

bitants, when we know that they cannot return perhaps for many years.

But when any of them do return, and bring certificates of their em-
ployers, that they have conducted themselves well, re-admission to all

their privileges is again granted without difficulty.

“ We have celebrated a very h ippy Christmas and entrance into the

New Year. Many strangers attended our. worship. On New Year’s

day there were so many here, Hottentots, slaves, and others, that a
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particular meeting was held with them, in which they were seriously

and affectionately reminded not to neglect the day of grace, but to seek
to obtain the ‘ one thing needful.’ A deep and salutary impression
seemed to be made upon them. On the 6th of January, being Epi-
phany, 13 adults received holy baptism, and three, baptized as children,

were received into the congregation. At the celebration of the holy

communion on the 11th, 32 persons were present as candidates; 17 of
whom will be confirmed next month. It appears to us, and we are

assured by old faithful members of our congregation, that, during the

so'emn festivals, lately celebrated, many have been stirred up to consi-

der their ways, and turn to tbe Lord their Saviour for pardon and peace.
“ Our Hottentots >re still occupied in threshing their wheat; but the

result is most lamentable. They have not obtained half the quantity

sown. However, it appears that, by Goii’s mercy, we shall not be as

badly off as in former years of distress. The plentiful harvest in the

Bovenland has considerably reduced tl.e price of corn. We have also

made an arrangement by which our people may have seed-corn of a

good quality, at half the current price. This we were enabled to do
by the liberality of our friends in England. When a few days ago we
communicated the plan to our people, they were very thankful indeed,

as they would have had to pay four times as much in the market; and
this year’s grain is not fit for sowing.

“ The information you give, us of the unexpected decease of our

revered Brother Thomas Moore, occasions us much pain. It is a great

loss, when we are deprived of the services of such men; but the work
of God will not stand still; and He will prepare others for tbe labour,

and send them forth into His harvest.”

“ February 27, 1824.

“ Your observations concerning our service in the house of God are

quite consonant to my own views and experience. When young, and

first entering upon the office of preaching and teaching others, some of

us sincerely hope and believe that we shall do a great deal of good in

the world; but, after long service, on reviewing the time past, and what
has been done by vs, we find ourselves sadly disappointed, as it regards,

our own labour. We feel deeply humbled before God. However
mortifying to human pride this failure in our high expectations may be,

it shows us what we are; and all the reward we ask is mercy. ‘ Mercy,

good Lord, is all I ask; this is the total sum!” May we be humble, wil-

ling instruments in the hand of the Lord, and thus be prevented from

doing harm to His cause. We read the printed account of the fire at‘

Sarepta with the most lively feeling of sympathy; and pray the Lord to

grant help and consolation to our poor suffering Brethren and Sisters,

under so heavy a visitation.

“ In a former letter, I mentioned that two Brethren w ould visit tbe

Hottentots in Sandvonteyn, at the request of their captain, Jlbsalom

Pommer. The Brethren Beinbrech and Stein were appointed for that

service; and tbe poor people were overjoyed when they arrived. On
account of the very scanty supply of water, and some other unfavour-

able circumstances, it was judged impracticable to form a settlement in
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that place; and, on the departure of the missionaries, the Hottentots

were quite disconsolate, that no hope appeared for them to have a

teacher residing among them.
“ A few days ago I received letters from both Enon and Groenekloof.

The missionaries at both places were well; but at Enon Brother

Hornig, by an accident, has suffered the loss of an eye; and Brother

Beinbrec.b, on his journey to Sandvonteyn, was taken seriously ill.

The congregations in all places were in a pleasing state. The com-

missioners visited Enon on the 1st of February. We commend our-

selves and our labours to the remembrance of our dear Brethren and

friends, and think of you all with love and gratitude.

H. P. HALLBECK.”

ENOS.

From Sister A. Schmitt.

“ October 2, 1823.
“ Dear Brother—My last to you was on the 5th of August, and

Brother Schmitt, at the same time, wrote a long letter, and gave you a

particular description of our new1 mill, w hich answers far above our ex-

pectations. Our river has not yet been full; but we have had plenty of

water to drive the mill. If we should have a dry summer, there will

be no want in this respect, as the Brethren find, that the water is suf-

ficient to drive two pumps when the mill does not grind. Brother

Schmitt in his last letter to you, requested to have iron pipes sent, and
gave you the dimensions.

“ The farmers often express great surprise at the construction of

the mill and pump, a work which would be thought nothing of in Eng-
land; but in this remote part of Africa, 1 believe nothing of the kind

was ever seen. Indeed, to have the Water brought into our gardens

and vineyard is a great advantage. The latter thrives well, since it

gets water. It joins tne garden, which is Lrge, and in general supplies

us with a good crop of vegetables. Brother Lemmerz labours un-

weariedly, and has now much pleasure in it, since he finds his trouble

so well rewarded.
“ The fruit trees promise to bear plentifully; even those peach-trees

of which 1 planted the kernels not four years ago, bore last summer.
Orange trees grow remarkably well. We have this year planted up-

wards of twenty. Those which we have reared from the seed are now
more than a foot high. From this you will see, that the soil is fruitful,

when it has water enough. We hear the corn promises a better harvest

than last year; in seme places indeed the mildew makes its appearance,

but not in our neighbourhood as yet. Many a prayer is offered up,

that the Lord may be pleased to give us this year something to reap,

though it be less than in former years. The drought seems to keep the

the corn back in its growth; but we have good hopes that what we have
sown near our house will yield much.”

Vor.. i. a a a
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“ November 2.

“ Little did I think when I was writting the foregoing, and pleasing

uoyself with the thought, how glad you would be to hear such good ac-

counts from Enon, as, from the appearance of things, I was at that time

able to give you, that, in a few’ days, our joys would be turned into

mourning. On the 6th of October, we had a fine rain, at which there

was general rejoicing; but when it continued, with little intermission

for four days and nights, we began to be alarmed about the swelling of

the river. Still none thought it would rise to such a height. Early

on the morning of the 10th, Brother Halter, who had the charge of the

mill, went to see whether the dam near the river was in order, so as to

stand against any body of water, which might be expected to come
down; but there was no dam to he seen, and he was obliged to flee as

quickly as possible, that the flood might not overtake him. He h id

scarcely got into our room, before the river overflowed its banks, and

we saw the mill in great danger, as the works were already under water.
“ We now as quickly as possible, and during torrents of rain, brought

our corn, flour, and all that was moveable, into the garret of the church.

We could then do no more, than pray to our Saviour to give us resig-

nation to His will, and wait the event. Our poor Hottentots fled to us;

many of their houses being washed down by the flood. All our eyes

were fixed on the mill, which stood in the midst of a mest fierce and

rapid torrent. In about eight hours the water rose upwards of 16 feet,

and the breadth of the stream in the smallest part was upwards of 600

feet. Our beautiful cornfield was, I believe, more than five feet under

water. There was not a bush or young tree to be seen. Large trees

were torn up by the roots, and carried by the stream over our land.

One of these struck the northwest corner of the mill, and giving en-

trance to the water, soon brought it down to the ground. Some of the

wall fell upon the water wiieel, and broke it. The pump remained

standing, and no material damage is done to the mill-work inside the

building. The houses would probably have stood against the torrent

had not the tree struck against it. The water was now only four feet

from our dwellings, and we were alarmed for our own safety; but about

three o’clock in the afternoon, it began to subside, so that we could

spend the night at ease in our house. Great part of the Hottentots,

whose houses had been damaged, lodged in our church. Our own
buildings have suffered no material injury, nor our garden and vine-

yard; but the lower part of the Hottentots’ gardens, which lie in a line

with our corn-land, is all swept away. The poor people had been

very diligent in planting, both here, and at the old place, and it was a

pleasure to see how well all was growing; but now all is carried away,

and in its place, a bed of stones covers the ground. In some parts of

the river, the old bed is filled up, and the water has taken another

course Much as these misfortunes afflict us, still we have great rea-

son to thank God that we have built just on this spot, for there is not as

safe a place along the whole river, in case of floods. Had we built on

the old place, we must have fled to the hills, for nearly all, from one

hill to the other, was under water.
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"In the valley that bears your name dreadful havoc k is made. The
river has changed its course in several places, large trees are thrown

down, an<) deep holes made, so that it is impossible fora wagon to pass

that way. On the banks of the Sunday’s river, where are the best corn

farms, large fields of corn are destroyed by the flood. We have not

heard that the mildew was so general as in former years, but this in-

undation has been equally destructive. Where the inhabitants will get

bread, the Lord only knows.”
“ November 3, 1823.

“ To-day we have had the joy to receive the chest of clothing, which

you mentioned in your last letter. I have not words to express our

thanks to our gracious Heavenly Father, and to our benevolent friends

for this help. What should we have done in the last four years of

scarcity, had we not had such generous help from England! The
charge, that is moslly committed me, of distributing gifts among the

poor, is one of my most pleasant employments, wiien 1 have got some-
thing to give; but when they come begging for victuals, even tvith

money in their hands, and I cannot help them, it grieves me much: it

is a thing, I cannot get hardened to. One comfort is, that at Enon,
there are but few families that have not milk; and if any have no cows
of their own, their neighbours who have many, lend them one as long

as she gives milk. In proportion to the inhabitants, there are here many
children. It is surprising how well they look, when we know that they

seldom get food of any kind, except milk and wild fruits They are

as much pleased w ith a small piece of bread, as some, who had not

known the want of bread would be with a large loaf. I seldom go into

the village, without having some scr ps in my pocket, and the little

children follow me, till they get served, often in such number the por-

tion for each is very small.

“ You s .y in one of your letters, that you think it wrould be better, if

the clothing sent was not ready made. It is true, but we are thankful

for it as it is. VV hen we get any clothing unsuitable for the poor, we
sometimes cut it to what they are accustomed to wear. A few weeks
ago, a sack addressed to me, was sent here from Dr. Phillip; I had re-

ceived no notice, except that it came from Scotland. The contents

were different articles of clothing, chiefly old. Some things had a note

put to them, requesting Brother Schmitt to accept them for his own
use. I made search for a letter, and at last found one from a lady

in Grangemouth. It seems she does not wish her name to be known,
as this is the only address she gives me; she writes that her lather was

a surgeon, and she wishes by some opportunity to send us some surgical

instruments. T e Brethren think they would be of use, and 1 shall let

her know. As she reads the Periodical Accounts, and writes that she

derives much blessing from them, I wish you would insert this ac-

knowledgment.

A. SCHMITT.”
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From, Brother J. H. Schmitt.

“ Enon, November 15, 1823.
“ Dear Brother—Your letters received last August were most wel-

come, and 1 trust you have received mine of (lie same month’s date.

My wife has given you a particular description of the damage done by
the dreadful torrents, by which we were visited on the 10th and 14th of

October. On the 10th, the water approached so ne r, and so fast, that

we began to make preparation to effect our escape to the hills. You
may imagine to what a height it rose, when I tell you, that our premises

lie twenty feet above the usual level of the river. The mill, of which
I sent you a somewhat detailed account in my last, is thrown down.

However, 1 hope that we shall be able to repair the damage done, both

to the mill and the pump, though not without great trouble and ex-

pense. You need not therefore hesitate about sending the iron pipes,

if you are able to procure them. They will be of most essential ser-

vice for conveying water to the grounds and gardens. The wooden
ones rot immediately.

“ Our Hottentots have suffered very much, hut the farmers around

us still more. Some have lost from four to five hundred sheep.

“ I am frequently ailing, and find my strength declining; but, since

last January, have cause to be th: nkt'ul to our Saviour for a tolerable

state of health. The heat in this narrow v lley is sometimes as great

as that which we experienced in the place called by us, in 1816, the Hot
Outspann, and that always affects my health.

“ We h ve received with many thanks the chest of clothing sent us

from England. The books contained in it were likewise very welcome.

We rejoice, when, by the liber lity of our friends in England, we are

able to assist the poor people, and especially the children of the poor.

In the beginning of this year, some very poor and wretched families of

the Gunna and Boschmen’s tribes came hither; and out of mere pity,

we could not do otherwise, than permit them to stay. We must pro-

vide them with nearly every article of subsistence. But we are re-

warded by perceiving that there is a manifest work of the Holy Spirit

in their souls, .nd that the word of the cross proves itself the power of

God to them also. The e poor people, and many beside them, give

undeni . blr evidence, that men, who have lived in darkness, and the

practice "f every kind of iniquity, when they receive the gospel into

their hearts, truly experience that Jesus has power to forgive sin, and

to deliver the soul from its dominion. Often do we see these encourag-

ing instances of the grace of God imparted to the vilest and most de-

gr ded of the hum in race. Thus they become Christians indeed, nd

s! ow in their lives and conversation that they are truly converted.

But, till a poor ignorant heathen, by the grace of God, and the teach-

ing of His Spirit, accompanying the word, begins to understand what

Jesus h -s done and suffered out of love to such wretched beings as we
all re, sees the necessity of turning to Him for pardon and rest, and

feels gr titude lor such unbounded mercy, all attempts to bring him

into good order, and a decent course, and to civilize him, will he vain.
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He remains dead in sin, and has npither inclination nor power to do

what God has commanded, or what good men prescribe for his welfare.

1 may say this with regard to two Caffres living here. One is an old

man, very feeble, and can work no longer, the other a young, bold,

heroic character, and in his best year9. They are both however the

same in their experience of the grace of God in their souls. The latter

was like a wolf, and is become a Iamb. He often makes me think of,

and pray for the nation to which he belongs, and of which I consider

that in these two men the Lord has given us the first fruits.

“ I hear very bad accounts of the conduct of the Caffres in general.

The settlers suffer much from their depredations. They steal sheep

and oxen, and sometimes even commit murder. To keep them in

check, government has strengthened the Cape regiment (of Hottentots;)

but you have seen how thickly this whole country is covered with wood
and bushes, in which they hide themselves.

“ Our corn in Strubel’s place stands as yet well; and if, by the mercy
of God, it is preserved from the mildew, it will give us bread for our

own consumption. The hay, and the crops in the gardens also promise
well.

“ Three of the widows, whose hushands wrere murdered by the

Caffres in 1819, have been married last week in our church to three

very worthy men. They have always conducted themselves as peace-

able and industrious women, who, according to their best insight, bring

up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
“ I send this letter by a wagon going with our last four sacks of corn

to the mill. When these are consumed, I do not know where we shall

get wheaten bread. The mill is twenty hours’ drive from this place.

We feel indeed the loss of our own mill very painfully. To your So-
ciety for the Furtherance of the gospel, and to our dear friends and
Brethren every where, we beg to be most kindly remembered, and
commend ourselves to their prayers.

J. H. SCHMITT”

BIOGRAPHY
OF BROTHER JOHN HEJYRY BJ1NKE.

Who departed this life at Cairo in Egypt, October 6, 1772.

(CONTINUED FROM THE LAST NUMBER.)

Many witnesses and servants of Jesus travelling through Zeyst, their

visits invariably proved a blessing to my heart. The missionary ac-

counts also, that were read in public, created in me a longing desire, to

serve the Lord in the bonds of the gospel. At first I was appointed to

Wait upon visitors that came to Zeyst, and also to visit our friends in

the country, at Gorkuro, Gouda, and several other places. At the close

of 1766, I received a cad to go with Brother Hocker to Egypt, which
I accepted with joy and trembling, while anew devoting myself to the
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service of my master, who inspired my feeble soul with all needful
courage. Our departure was delayed until September 12, I7t>«, and
March 5, 1769, we arrived at Cairo.* At first we lived with Mr. Cle-
ment, a French apothecary and surgeon, and a good friend to Brother
Hocker from his former residence at Cairo; but subsequently we moved
into a small house we had rented. That very vear we became ac-

quainted with Ghalis, a young Copt, of whom, at first we entertained a
good hope, that he would attain to a saving knowledge of the truth; but
in process of time he again left us and turned Roman Catholic.

In July 1770, I travelled on the Nile to Girge, a city in Upper
Egypt. I soon became acquainted with a number of Copts and endea-
voured to recommend to them the merits of Jesus, as the only ground
of our salvation

;
but they had hearts like stone, 1 however found a

few men who became attached to nip; but they could not conceive how
a man could love the Saviour. During my stay there, God permitted
me to live quietly and peaceably with fifteen soldiers from Cairo, who
treated me with all imaginable kindness. 1 then travelled with two
Copts to Behnesse, and soon gained access to the hearts of the inhabi-

tants. The justice and tax-gatherer, Michael Baslmra, in particular,

who six years ago bad been awakened by the immediate influence of
the Holy Spirit, was a great source of joy to me, from being led to

consider him as the first fruits out of the Coptic nation, who lived in

the faith of the Son of God. In consequence of succeeding visits to

* The main object of this mission were the remaining descendants of the
ancient inhabitants of the country, who are called Copts. From times im-

memorial, they profess the Christian religion, but by means of theologic al

disputes have been separated from the mam body of the Oriental church,

more than a thousand years ago. In latter times they became subject to the
Mahomniedan dynasty, and ever since, they labour under a grievous civil op-
pression; yet as far as circumstances permit, they are allowed the free exer-

cise of their religion. The Coptic church shared the same fate with the

other Christian churches; she became the slave of ancient forms, and that

light which was kindled by the Reformation in the West could not extend its

renovating effects to her The Brethren who were sent to the Copts, how-
ever, were expressly enjoined, neither to meddle with their ecclesiastical

institutions nor to enter into discussions of polemical subjects; but to endea-

vour in their intercourse with them, to direct their attention to the essence of

Christianity, and impart advice to such as they should discover to be the sub-

jects of Divine Gra e, according to the scriptures and their own experience,

how, by means of Jesus’ merit, they might obtain rest for their souls, true

holiness of life, and an evangelical liberty, which leaves the conscience un
clogged by human traditions.

Another object in view, which had originated in the mind of Count Zin-

zendorf, was, that this mission might pave the way for another into Abyssi ia.

Tins attempt, however, has hitherto proved abortive, and the undertaking

would, in all probability, have encountered infinately greater difficulties in

the latter country, than in Egypt. under Turkish jurisdiction, all

Christian denominations are tolerated, and all are alike oppressed. This cir-

cumstance teaches the Christians here, if nothing else does, to live peaceably

together; but in Abyssinia there is a predominant church of the same stamp

with the Coptic ; and whoever is not of her creed, cannot expect to meet

with toleration, or a long continuation of it.
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Behnesse, Abdel Melak was likewise brought under serious convictions,

and there was a considerable motion among the inhabitants of some of

the neighbouring villages; but nothing of a permanent nature resulted

from it.

Thus far our late Brother has brought down his own narrative. July

20, 1772, he returned to Cairo, being then sirk. At first he recovered

in some degree among his Brethren, three more being arrived from

Euiope in the mean time; but towards the end of September his de-

bility increased, so that the Brethren, Hocker, Antes, and Herrman had

to watch with him alternately at night, and Brother Thomas Lutz wait-

ed upon him during the day. October 5th, he took a fin 1 leave of

them and settled his concerns. Next d y Brother Hocker imparted to

him the last benediction in presence of the other brethren, and then

he gently and quietly fell asleep, aged somewhat better than 38 years.

# # # *

Our late Brother having in the preceding memoirs, but briefly no-

ticed his journey to Egypt and his transactions and adventures there,

we are happy to find a more detailed account thereof in his journal.

The reader will no doubt be gr-itified by the following supplement,

which at the same time will make him better acquainted with the per-

sonal qualities.and character of the deceased.

Extract from one of his letters, dated

“ Alexandria, January 29, 1769.
“ If we consider the ways of the Lo:d with His people, we cannot

but admire His wise administration in all things. We have peculiar

reason to appreciate with grateful hearts, the wisdom of God on our
journey to Egypt. While yet at Zeyst we were frequently concerned
that our departure w s delayed from time to time, fearing that the

weather at so late a s^ ason might prove unfavourable for the journey;
but we now clearly see, th.it herein too, the Lord hath done all things

well. His Providence no doubt directed us in the choice of a ship I among
several that were to sail for Leghorn) which went to sea; for by this

me ns we h .d an opportunity of informing the captain of the vessel,

who had long been a subject of divine grace, concerning the true way
to salvation. That he put into the h rbour of Carthagena, we did not
like, fearing that it might delay the further prosecu'ion of the voyage;
but fterwards we found reason to thank the Lord for this delay; for a
ship which passed us in the straits of Gibrdter, arrived two days later

than wre at Leghorn, and while we lay for ten days in a safe harbour,

encouutered the severest gales. At Leghorn lay two ships, hound for

Alexandria One of them set sail two days before us, but arrived ten

days later than we did, having been compelled during the storms, to

cast a great part of her cargo overboard. Here, at Alexandria, we
learn, that the plague raged uncommonly last summer at Cairo, and but
lately ceased; and that there had heen a formidable rise of the inhabi-

tants of that city, against their superiors. We therefore believe, that

in this respect also, the providential interposition of the Lord in our be-
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half is obvious. Ah! if we did but continually, as little children con-

fide and trust in Him, we could not but always be happy.”
“ Cairo, March 11, 1769.

“ At last, on the 5th instant, we arrived here well and sale, and find

multiplied reasons to thank our Lord most cordially lor His guardian

care and protection, which we experienced during our six months’

voyage. 1 must confess that we generally fare better than we antici-

pate, for our Saviour deals in a very condescending manner with his

people. Difficulties both internal and external will occur; but the On-
solution of the Lord Jesus felt in our poor hearts, and the conscious-

ness ol belonging to the people of God, make amends for every trouble.

My dear Brother Hocker^and I, bear a cordial affection to each other

and a peception of the Saviour’s presence between us, is not unlrequent.

And if the least thing turns up to sever me from my Saviour; through

the faithful admonitions of the Holy Spirit, 1 immediately feel as if my
breath should cease.

“ The daily words from Scripture, from the 21st to 26th of February,

were peculiarly impressive in regard to our commission . Oh! that the

Lord’s time would soon come for the salvation of the poor Copts living

in this country. They are actually a poor people, and the mussulmen
besides, are exceeding great hyprocrites. Some pray three, others five

or six times a day, and before prayer, they wash their hands and feet

and even the whole body, lest they might appear unclean before God.

At these seasons, they generally' occupy such stations, where every

body may see them; raise their hands up high and pray; then fall down,

bumping their foreheads three or four times on the ground; and having

performed this ceremony, they go their wray with a haughty air. Sail-

ing on the Nile, between Rosetta and Cairo, compassion often caused

my tears to flow, on seeing some lounging in the fields and others

wast ing t emselves in the Nile, or praying on shore; and oft did 1 sigh

ti'.u c :
“ O Lord Jesus! might they be ivashed in thy precious blood,

w ich thou hast shed for them also!”

“ I am in good spirits about learning the Arabic language and I think

I s: all succeed in t e attempt. I find it e .sier and like it moie than

the Italian; but I wish I could be among the people teat speak nothing

but Arabic. This is necessary, not only on account of the language in

gener.il, but the pronunciation in particular, which is difficult. When-
ever Brother Hocker relates any thing concerning the Coptic peasants,

living in Upper Egypt, and the liberty we there should enjoy, of con-

versing with them, rny desire to live among them is increased. Brother

Hocker, however, must first be provided with an assistant, before 1 can

think of leaving him.
“

1 shall here be profitably employed at my cabinet-maker’s trade,

some work being already' bespoke; but first of all, l must make some
furniture for ourselves; for whenevor you move into a house, you find

nothing of any thing in it. We walk very comfortably in the long

Turkish robes, they are of great service in this country, where at this

season of the year, the weather is pretty warm already.
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Dear Brethren and Sisters, remember your two poor children, who
are now living in the great city of Cairo, where reigns the spirit of

darkness and the spirit of fear. Under these circumstances, the word

of the Lord: “ I have overcome the world!” affords us great consola-

tion.”

In January 1770, Brother John Antes, a watch-maker, arrived from

Europe. Alter he had gained a slight acquaintance of the Arabic

tongue and established himself in his trade, Brother Danke entered

upon his Jirst journ y to the Copts, of which he gives the following

account in his

JOURNAL.
July 80, 1770, Brother Antes accompanied me to Bulak on board

the vessel, and on leaving me, to return to Brother Ilocker; 1 followed

him with my eyes, and wept; for 1 felt very faint-hearted, when I

thought of the journey be ore me, seeing that I was surrounded with a

set of people, who were often more than barbarously cruel. For my
encouragement I opened the following scripture text: “ God said unto

Jacob: fear not; I will go with thee.” It was as though the Lord him-

self spoke these words to me. All my fears vanished and I felt very

courageous. That night we still lay before Bulak. Two Arabic elders

soon became attached to me, treated me very kindly during the whole

voyage, and were likewise very willing to give me further instructions

in their language. 1 had my couch with their’s in the kitchen. In

the whole, there were thirty-five passengers on board of our small ves-

sel, which therefore became so much crowded, that we could hardly

stir in it.

August 1st. We ran aground on a sand-shoal and had to labour for

three hours, before we got alloat again. We then passed Benesuef, a

pretty little city in a beautiful country, and on the 2d, a city in ruins,

which the Mussulmen assured me was the city whither Joseph and
Mary had fled with the child Jesus. This city w'as built on the eastern

shore of the Nile, on the declivity of a very rocky mountain. The
w alls are still standing, as far as the eye could reach, mountain upwards.

The whole form of one of the city gates is likewise entire, the top only

being somew'hat dilapidated. From this place the shore of the Nile

continually presents a steep and rocky ascent; here and there however
w'e found bends in the mountains, with very fruitful plains and islands.

We had such a heavy shower of sand from the shore, that one could
not see t e other on deck, and towards evening the storm became so

violent, that wre were almost suffocated by the sand and had to lay-by

on shore.

Speaking the Arabic language but imperfectly as yet, the captain to-

day, attempted to make me an object of ridicule, by keeping up an in-

decent conversation with me, for the diversion of the crew. I told him
I took no delight in such conversation, my God having in mercy deli-

vered me from it; lie might therefore be so kind as to have me excused
from such talk. This mortified him to that degree, that in presence of

Vol. t. p b b
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all, he said to me: “ 1 fear the men will unite in killing and throwing

jou overboard; for they presume you carry much money with you.

What will you do in that case?” Seeing all these barbarous faces str-

ing at me, I became greatly alarmed. I was also aware, that if one of

the men would begin to strike me, the captain would he sure to second

him. I prayed in my heart to the Lord, that He would be with me,

and endow me with wisdom and courage. He did so by- enabling me
to give such a suitable reply to the captain s wicked address, that he

was put to shame before all the people; and from that time, both he and
every one else on board, treated me with respect. Early on the morn-

ing of the 4th, we passed the city of Montfalut, and as usual, several

Arabian tents and villages. A sand tempest compelling us to lay-by

again towards evening, more than a hundred Arabs came to us in the

water and brought tobacco for sale. While thus trading together, a

great noise was heard and presently a scuffle ensued between the par-

ties. I felt considerably alarmed and prayed to the Lord to protect me.

Some Arabs fixed their eyes upon me and inquired of the captain who
I wfas. He made them believe I was one of Ah Bey’s soldiers, whereby
they were frightened and immediately left us.*

On the 5th we stuck fast on a dangerous reef and bad to remain there

all night. All the passengers swam on shore; only the captain with his

men and myself remaining on board. Next day, wit: much ado, and

the assistance of the passengers, we got afloat again, and in the even-

ing reached Achmin, where we staid two nights and one day. On the

7th f went into the city. Some soldiers from Cairo seeing me, inquired

where I came from? I replied from Cairo. “ Have you any acquaint-

ances there?” The English physician is my brother. “Ah, we know
him very well; he is Ali Bey's physician. God bless him and prolong

his life. We wish we had him with us.” They then took me to their

lodgings and entertained me there.

f

On the 8th, in the afternoon, we appeared off Girge in Upper Egypt,

which was the object of my journey. The captain learning that the

Cairite soldiers captured all vessels for the purpose of freighting them

with horses, we accordingly cast anchor at some distance from the city,

and all the baggage was sent thither on camels. The camel wduch

carried my goods with many others, was so overloaded that it fell down
in the. heart of the city, which accident occasioned a great stir among
th< populace. Meanwhile I remained unobserved, being dressed very

much in the habit of a Coptic peasant. I took lodgings in an Oquelle

* Ali Bey, one of the grandees of the country, had arbitrarily assumed the

supreme power, which hitherto several chiefs had shared under the jurisdic-

tion of the Turkish emperor; and as long as he could maintain himself in it,

he was dreaded and respected all over Egypt.

| Danke being a Hanoverian subject, passed with the Turks for an

Ei glishman. At Cairo they called him the English cabi et-makcr, and as

he and Ilocker, who practised the healing art there, lived together like

brethren, they called the latter the English doctor. He had, however, never

attended Ali Bey, but merely some of his household, and on that occasion

became personally acquainted with this chief.
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or public inn. The room was cheap but miserable enough. However
I was glad and thankful to have found a s elter. In this house I be-

came acquainted with two Copts from Behnesse, Salih Ibrahim and
Abdel Mesich. Behnesse lies between Mmsa and Benesuef, a good
stretch from the Nile, in a westerly direction. These men questioned

me concerning my religion and 1 embraced this opportunity of declar-

ing to them the great love of our Creator, who became a man and laid

down his life for us. This apparently n ade no impression upon them;
yet they were fond of hearing me discourse on the subject and en-

couraged me to come to Behnesse, where many Copts Jive. In the

succeeding days we frequently repeated our conversation, and eat and
drank together, until I unexpectedly got other companions. The num-
ber of soldiers quartered upon the town was suddenly and very consi-

derably augmented. All ih*- merchants in our inn were compelled to

clear out their goods in great haste, and some of them had a flogging

bestowed on them besides. 1 stood for sometime a witness to the scene;

then repaired to my chamber and commended myself to the Lord.
Presently some men came to my door and cried: “ Unlock!” and I im-
mediately did so. A captain, having some soldiers w7 itb him, looked

in. He inquired: “Do you live here!” I replied in the affirmative.

Similar questions were put by others and I made the same reply. Some
of the soldiers professed to be acquainted with Brother Hoeker and to

know that he was Ali Bey’s physician. I now stood high in their favour.

The captain said, all repeating it after him: “ Sit down in peace
among us and fear nothing.” Having brought his goods in order, he
sent for me and asked me: “ Who furnishes you with meat and drink
here?” Having informed him of the arrangements I had made, he re-

plied: “ Henceforth, as long as we board together, you need no longer
care for meat and drink; you can save your money; and I will tell you
once for all, that when we eat and drink coffee, you shall neither sit

back nor hide yourself. Always seat yourself before my eyes, that I

may see, that you are not forgotten.” I was quite overcome by the

kindness and affection of this man; and none of the other soldiers ever

spoke a hard word to me but invariably treated me in the kindest man-
ner. For four weeks together, I ate and drank with them daily, and
every night lay clown to rest in one room with them. Frequently in-

deed I felt the power of the spirit of darkness, in a manner that I am
unable to describe; but the gr ce of my Saviour a bounded the more to-

wards me, and the Spirit of God kept my heart by day and night, in

constant prayer and supplication. At first some of the soldiers still

thought I was a merchant having much money; but when they and the

captain in particular, had occasion for some trifles in my line of busi-

ness, I made the articles for them, having brought some tools along;

which not only raised me still more in their estimation, but likewise

convinced them that I was but a poor tradesman not having much
money to dispose of. Now, although I lacked nothing for my own per-

son, yet the main object of my visit, to form acquaintances among the

Copts, was greatly retarded. Every body was afraid to leave his house,



572 BIOGRAPHY OP BROTHER JOHN HENRY DANKE.

for bolh Christians and Turks were alike jealous of each other. By
means of the above mentioned Copts from Behnesse, Salib Ibrahim and
Abdel Mesich, however, I became acquainted with several residing

here, in particular with two men, named Ibrahim and Michael. What
I told them concerning the happiness of those that live in the fruition

of the love of Jesus, truly penetrated their hearts; both arose, fell

around my neck, and said with tears in their eyes: “ God bless you,

master! We have never heard the like before; would to God we were
like unto you!” The other two, being also present, remained unaffect-

ed and thus addressed their brethren: “ You must not take the word of

Master John (the name I went by in so strict a sense, for he thinks

nothing of fasting, the sign of the cross, and the like.” At this they

were startled and asked me, whether I observed no fasts? I replied:

“ No; my Saviour has fasted for me, and every thing He did, was an

act meritorious for mp. Now since I have found grace, and forgive-

ness of all my sins in His blood, I make no difference in days and

meats; but my only care is this, that I may experience all His merits,

whereby He has sanctified all things for His ppople, daily in my heart

and rejoice in the same. I therefore eat all kinds of meat, which God
bestows, moderately and with thanksgiving; but I do not feel disposed

to converse with you about ecclesiastical formalities. I would simply

ask you: Do you know Jesus? do you love Him, whose eternal love

impelled Him to lay down His life on the cross for you? Let that be

your primary concern; then the Holy Spirit will not fail to instruct you

in all those, things you ought to do or to leave undone. But lest you

should think that I laboured to create suspicion in your minds against

your religious institutions, I will, provided you promise to surrender

your hearts to our Saviour, cheerfully live among you, and in order not

to offend you, keep II the days as you do; with this proviso, however,

that I neither can nor will merit any thing with God by so doing; for I

ground my salvation solely upon the merits of Jesus.” Hereupon they

replied: “ Master, we perceive, that you are a lover of the Lord Jesus

and we desire to learn of you.”

Salib Ibr him and Abdel Mesich intending shortly to return to Beh-

nesse, and I judging it not advisable to prolong my slay at Girge, on

account of the military forces stationed there, I resolved to accompany
them. Inf irming them of my design, they appeared to like it very

well. Dining one day bout this time with Ibrahim, Michael came
there also, but behaved very strange and adversely towards me. It

hurt me on his account, and I w ,s forcibly strut k by the saying of our

Lord, concerning those characters, who receive the word of God into

their hearts, but do not give wry to it, the devil coming and rooting it

again out of their hearts. Some days fter, Mich el called again and

pretended to be sorry for his late conduct; but it appeared to me, that

his mind was not yet in the right mood. Ah! if my Saviour did not

comfort me and infuse fresh courage, I should despair!

Immediately after I sustained another trial. A Sberif, (i. e. an Arab

descended from Mahomet, who is always respected by his brethren of
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the faith,) aceus cl me to the abovementioncrl captain of reading hooks,

which condemned the Mussulmen. The captain sent for me and said

in a very serious tone: “ Bring hither your books!” I sighed to the

Lord for protection and then produced the Psalms of David and the

New Testament in Arabic. He read about fifteen minutes in each

book, and then eyeing me in a friendly manner, returned the books to

me, saying, that he found nothing in them but the pure Word of God,

and that I might read in them day and night unmolested. To the,

Sherif and other byest nders he said: “ I love this Christian, and who-

soever molests him, molests me.”
The Copts residing here endeavoured to thw'art me more and more

in my design to travel to Behnesse; they even went so far, as to say,

that a stranger, like myself, was in danger of losing his life in those

parts. Salib Ibrahim too and his companion appeared to have been

entirely changed in their conduct towards me. They suggested to me
what a great excitement would be occasioned among their countrymen,

if they took me along with them; and if I would not engage to always

frequent their church and observe all their ceremonies, they would
rather advise me to remain where I was. I replied that I would neither

coincide with, nor disturb them in their customs; that my business was
simply this, to testify to all who would hear, that the whole of our

salvation depended on the atonement of Jesus. If then they hesitated

to take me along, they might depart in the name of God; for I was de-

termined to go to Behnesse; that 1 was not afraid, knowing that my
God, in whose name I go, can and will protect me every where. Upon
this declaration they appeared to change their minds again, saying:
“ Get yourself ready in the name of God! We will take you along.”

Notwithstanding however, I afterwards felt my human weakness, being

bashful and timorous. 1 mentioned it to my Saviour and opened this

test: “ Be of good courage and let not your hands be slack; for your
work hath its reward.” I cannot describe the comfort I felt. I enjoy-

ed such a sensible manifestation of the Saviour’s presence, that my
heart melted in tears before Him, and like a child I committed myself

into His ho'y keeping.

Septrmber 12f/i. 1 took leave of some Copts at Girge. One of them
besought me to write to him occasionally and to return soon again,

adding, “ I shall not forget you as long as I live!” I could plainly per-

ceive that this man was truly attached to me. On taking leave of the

captain and bis men, with whom I had lived for more than four weeks,

every one of these Turks was moved by the thought that they should

see me no longer among them. The captain inquired whether I had
money for the journey, and having sent for the master of the vessel that

was to carry me, cautioned him treat me well, or he would know how
to find him for it.

During my residence in this place, I once visited the Patres of the

Propaganda Fide Society, who have an hospital here. They gave me
a friendly reception, but made no further inquiry as to the object of my
visit.
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1 3th. Set out upon the journey with my company. We rode alowly

with the current and at night lay by, when we were frequently visited

by thieves, who, swimming under the water to our vessel, would rlimb

into it; but our crew, keep*rvg a good look-out, always repulsed them.

27//i. Early in the morning reached Abugirge, a village with a har-

bour, where we unshipped our goods upon the back of a camel. In

this manner we prosecuted our journey on foot, up the country, but bad
not proceeded far, before the inundation of the Nile compelled us to un-

load the goods and hire several Arabs, who tied them upon their backs.

Sometimes we had to wade through the water up to our armpits and

throats, and at last I grew so tired, that I could hardly drag myself

along. Behnesse is about twelve or fourteen English miles distant

front Abugirge; we could not, however, reach it that day, and had

to stay that night about four miles this side, in a village called Shamha.

There are no public inns in these villages; but we found lodgings with

a resident Copt. It was soon noised abroad that a stranger was come,

and a number of peasants collected in our lodgings; but they had no

ears for what I told them concerning our Lord, it being a stale story to

them. Next day we were once more obliged to wade through water

up to our armpits, and towards noon arrived at Behnesse. The town

properly so called is an ancient little city; in its immediate vicinity

there is a pleasant village of the same name, inhabited exclusively by

Copts; between the town and village flows a creek, half as broad as the

Nile, called Joseph’s stream or canal.

The very first evening so many Coptic peasants came together, that

the house of Salib Ibrahim, where I put up, could not contain them all.

They listened attentively to my testimony concerning Jesus and there-

upon said: “ This day is blessed, dn which we behold your face and

hear such words from your mouth!” On the following day two Cop-

tic priests visited me. They were very friendly and inquired what was

the object of my stay and to what church 1 belonged. I replied, “ that

the object of my visit in the first place wras to learn to speak Arabic

more fluently and then to see whether any people lived here that loved

-Jesus or longed after him, because I belonged to a church, the whole

body of which sought for nothing more in the world, but daily to rejoice

in God their Saviour; and that I should therefore be very happy to find

any such souls here.” They inquired: “ Do not all who are baptized,

love Christ our Saviour?” I answered: “that were much to he wished;

but daily experience teaches the contrary. No man can love our Sa-

viour and at the same time continue to live in sin and unrighteousness;

and it is alike impossible that any one. can love God, who has not pre-

viously obtained a knowledge and experience of the great love of God
in his own heart.” Here they inquired what, properly speaking, I meant

by the love of God. I replied: “ That is the greatest proof of His love

towards me, that He became a poor man ano for my sins tasted the bit-

terness of death, for the purpose ofredeeming me from sin, the world, and

Satan.” They were mute for sometime and then proposed many ques-

tions to me, relative to their ecclesiastical forms, in order to hear, whether
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the same were in vogue with us. Among other questions, they asketl:

« Do you also at infant baptism make use of frankincense, myrrh, and

oil? How often are the vessels, used at the holy communion, carried

about among the people? Do you perform mass and sacrifice as often as

you go to church? Do your priests, whenever they meet any person in

church, impose their hands upon him and impart absolution to him?

Does every one of you daily pray ‘ Kyrie eleison’ two hundred times?

At every prayer, how often do you make the sign of the cross? Do you

fast two days every week? Do you keep, twice a year, the great forty

days’ fast? Do you worship all the saints, &,c. ?” The Lord gave me
grace to hear them patiently and to give them calm replies. I said:

“ You have just put a great variety of questions to me; permit me now
to ask you in turn: “ Have you never read, th-.t in Christ Jesus nothing

availetb but a new creature; how many souls among \ou, can you point

out, who having come to the true knowledge and love of Jesus, are en-

abled to say, that they have sought and found forgiveness of sins in His

blood; or are you perhaps yourselves ignorant of the way?”
After some consideration, they said: “In truth, master, we don’t

understand you.” Well then, continued f, “you have at least read, that

Jesus only is t e way, the truth, and the life?” “ Yes, we have.” “ There-

fore let us first of all treat of th s subject, how we are to come to Him
and know Him. This point being settled, we may then talk over other

matters.” Many other Copts besides, were present, who, thereupon

said: “ God uphold you, master, and bless your words; for you speak

the truth.”

Maallem, or master, is a title betowed in this country, in general

upon men of any distinction among them. The clergy have their

official titles; for instance: Kummw, head minister; Cassis, priest. My
Christian name being John (Johannes,) I was accordingly either styled

Maallem Juhanna, or by way of abbreviation; Hanna.

I soon after bee me acquainted with Michael B.ishara, the chief jus-

tice of the village, a very intelligent man, and what wras more, a willing

pupil of the Holy Spirit, who was anxious to participate in the salva-

tion Jesus purch vsed for us. Having related to him with a warm heart,

how I had obtained this privilege and how happy I now was, in d.fily

communion with Jesus, he gave me his hand and said: “ You are my
friend, and your words to me are more precious than gold and silver.”

From that time he paid me frequent visits. The next time he came,,

he found a priest with me, with whom I had been discoursing on the

happiness of a soul, constrained by the love of Jesus, to live in Him
and love Him above all things. The priest then replied: “ I have

never, in all my life seen a man like yourself Are there any more
such people in the world !” On replying that I was personally acquaint-

ed with many ppople of this description, and that in our church more
particularly, all the members were expected to come to a lively ex-

perience of the love of Jesus, the tears started in his eyes and he ex-

cl- imed: “ O you must needs be a happy people! but what shall we
say concerning us poor folks?” Michael Bashara; eyeing him atten-

tively, said: “ Is not every thing Maallem Hanna tell us, comprised in
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our ancient books, viz: that out of Christ there is no salvation; but
who has ever declared it unto us!” Then turning to me, he said, weep-
ing: “ Brother! abide with us! God will bless your testimony among
us; for ever since I heard your words, I have had this conviction in my
heart, that the Saviour will have mercy on me also, and even now he is

very near and gracious to me.” I cannot describe the joy 1 felt on see-

ing a man who understood the language of the heart. .Next day he
came again and compelled me to enter bis house, when he said his

aged father ar.d his brother wished to see and converse with me. I

cheerfully accompanied him, staid all day with these dear people, and
had a very blessed and prolitable conversation with them. The day
following Michael came again very earl}' and said: “ O. Brother, how
thankful are we to our Saviour, that you have come to us. My bi other

and myself could not sleep for joy all night. How

1

precious is the

Lamb of God to our hearts!” Exhorting him to surrender his whole
heart to the Saviour, for then he would be truly happy, he replied:
“ Yes, yes, He shall have it without reserve.”

In the evening of Saturday following, i went with the Copts residing

here, for the first time to their church, about three English miles dis-

tant and staid there all night. During their religious worship, I felt

great compassion for them; j
Tet 1 did not regret having gone with them;

for there, as wTell as on the way thither, I had an opportunity of con-

versing with them on the one thing needful.

A few days after, a priest came and said to me: “ Master, hear my
words. All the people in the village love you and praise your testimony

concerning Christ. We will not keep them away from you; but if you
are agreed, direct them all to you; but pray don’t preach against us and

our church.” I replied: “Master, you may depend on it, that I am
neither opposed to your priests nor to your church. It is not my busi-

ness to talk or dispute about external church forms; hut I merely look

out for poor sinners, who for peace, have great bitterness, and who
thankfully receive this testimony, that through the grace of Jesus they

may be freed from sin and become children of God. A further object

I have not in view.” To this he replied among others: “ You have an

honest faith, abide with us; we and our people will learn of you.” At
last he took a friendly leave of me and requested an interest in my
prayers.

(to be continued.)
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Collection, missionary, at New York,

85.

Committee, Synodal, letters from, with

statements, 12, 13, 362, 475.

Conference, annual, of ministers, at

Herrnhut, 82, 371.

Vor,. I.

Contributions, to the missions, 91, 335,
432.

Corentyn, river, Surinam, 5.

Coromandel, coast of, mission esta-

blished, 6.

Cranz, his history of Greenland Mis-

sion, 5.

Creeks, mission to, 5.

Crutchfield, sister, 19.

D.
Danke, John Henry, his Biography,

523, 565.

Derbot, Calmuc horde, converts from,
468.

Donations for Sarepta, 527.

Drachart, his visit to the Esquimaux, 66
E.

Eberle, Michael, Lichtenau, Green-
land, letters from, 310, 492.

Egypt, mission to, 5.

Elephants, Witte river, S. Africa, 102.

Ellis, John, Cedar-hall, Antigua, let-

ter from; 493.

Enon, S. Africa, Diary of, 399.

Esquimaux, Labrador, 8; commence-
ment ofmission, 66; gratitude of, 1 29.

Examination of scholars at Gnadent
hal, S Africa, 44.

F.

Fairfield, Upper Canada, seized, de-

stroyed, 5.

G.

Gambold, John, Cb-rokees, letter

from, 23.

Gambold, A. P ner departure, 24.

Gebres p^i-ia, mission to, 173.

Genth V- C. Surinam, letters from,

15q 411, 413, 552.

p-orgia, mission to, 5.

Gloekler, Christian, his voyage and
shipwreck, 28.

Gnadenthal, S. Africa, established, 6;
Diary of, 41.

Gorke, John F., Greenland, appointed
Superintendant of the mission, 20;
letters from, 112, 145, 312, 489.

Goshen, on the Muskingum, 5.

Graceham, Maryland, corner-stone of

the new^church laid, 94; consecra-

tion of the church, 95.

c c c
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Greenland, 4, 20, 25, 58, 112, 69, 462;
lettersfromtwo Greenland Brethren
25 ;

letters from, 489.

Groenekloof, S. Africa, established; 6;
Diary of, 63.

Guinea, coast of, mission to, 5.

H.
Hafa, John, Jamaica, letter from, 4.

Ilallbeck, H. P., South Africa, letters

from, 35, 47, 162, 17, 48, 63, 320,

420, 464, 507, 555.

Haven, Jens, his visit to Labrador. 66
Heckewelder, John, G. E., his narra-

tive, 5 ;
his departure, 96 ;

Biogra-

phy of, 433. .

Hemel en Aarde, S. Africa, institution

for lepers, 17; arrival of teachers,

422; Diary of, 517.
Hicks, Charles Renatus, Cherokee

chief, 17; letter from, 134.

Iloch, Samuel, Jamaica, letters from,

158,41, 414.

Hoeth, Maria, adventures of, 92.

Hopedale, Labrador, letters from, 302,

481.

Hottentots, mission among, 5, 66 ; in-

dustry of, 35.

Huenerbein, sister, Nisky, St. Thomas,
her departure, 61-

Hurricane, Antigua, 23, 61; St Kitts’,

59.

Huss, John, the Bohemian martyr, 87.

I.

Introduction, on the missions of the
United Brethren, 3.

intelligence, recent, 58.

i

J ’

Jacob, native assistant. New Fairfield,
U. C. l^emoirs of, 131.

Jahr, domesjc missionary, his report,
49 289.

Jamaica, account- from> 22, 61, 461 ;

letters from, 39, 544
Johansen, John, Basset-^ g^ Kitts,

letters from, 157, 47. 4W
Jubilee, centurial, of the ‘-newed

Brethren’s church, 96 ;
fifty yv.

>rs

of the mission in Labrador; 123. \
K.

Kleinschmidt, John C. his Greenland
Testament. 21; reconnoitering voy-

age, 21 ;
letter from, 117

;
journal

of his voyage, 449
Kohlmeister, Benjamin, Labrador, let-

ter from, 129.

Kohlmeister, A. E. Labrador, letter

from, 12.

Kropatscheck, John, his Biography,

333, 373, 427.

L.
Labrador, 4, 58, 68, 463 ; account of

the commencement of the mission,

66; letters from, 119, 481.
Laplanders, mission to, 5.

Latrobe, Rev. C J. London, his ac-

count of the establishment of the
mission on the Witte Revier, South
Africa, 80.

Lehman, John, New Herrnhut. Green-
land, letter from. 313.

Leitner, J. M. P. Hemel en Aarde, S-

Africa, letters from, 424, 554.

Lemmerz, John, Enon, S. Africa, let-

ter from, 171.

Letter, of the committee of missions,

13.

Lichtenau, Greenland, Diary of, 34.

Light, James Jamaica, letters from,

39, 160, 316.

Loskiel, G. H. his history of mission

among Indians, 5.

Luckenbach, missionary. New Fair-

field, U. Canada, letter from, 431.

Lutzke, John D. Paramaribo, letters

from, 149, 410.

M.
Machine, for raising water, Witte

Revier, 104.

Magerman, Concordia, a believing

Hottentot, 41.

Marsveld Gnadenthal, 35 ;
his depar-

ture and funeral, 323.

Martha, a converted Hottentot, the

first buried at Enon, 98.

Martin, Traugott, Nain, Labrador, his

departure, 59.

Maurice, a Greenland Brother, letter

from, 27.

Mentzel, Jonathan, Nain, Labrador,

letter from, 16.

Merillat, John Jacob, his visit to Pied-

mont, 352, 393.

Merillat, John Henry, his additional

narrative, 397.

Missions, of United Brethren, in ge-

neral, 3 ;
domestic, on the conti-

nent of Europe, 189.

Muskingum, settlements on, 5.

N.
Nain, Labrador, letters from. 304, 484.
NancauVgryj failure of the mission at,

6 .

Narksarmio, Greenland, 454.

Nevis, visit to, 39.

Newby, Joseph, Gracehill, Antigua,
letter from, 45.

New Eden. Jamaica, Diary of, 104.

New Fairfield, Upper Canada, 52, 55,
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95, 59, 358; 539
;
journal of, 130,

70, 327, 337.

Newtown, Cherokees, council at, 349,

447.

Nicobar, islands, 5.

North Carolina, mission among ne-

groes, 94.

O.

Okkak, Labrador, letters from, 307,

487.

Oldendorp, his history of mission, 5.

Oochgeelogy, Cherokees, 17.

P.

Paramaribo, Surinam, accounts from,

21, 319, 372 ;
fire at, 37, 149.

Patna, 7.

Persia, mission to, 5, 173.

Procop, J. G. St. Kitts’, letter from,

38, 46, 318.

R.

Receipts and disbursements, 12, 13,

361, 474 .

Recovery, from the bite of a snake,

403.

Regulations, internal, of missions, 9.

Remarks, general, on the missionary

cause, 47, 62.

Report, annual, of the Directors ofthe

Society for propagating the Gospel,

356. 537.

Report of the Provincial Conference
at Bethlehem, 529.

Richter, C. F., St. John’s, Antigua,

letters from, 154, 41, 45, 417, 419,

495, 542
Rudolphi, Anthony, his biography, 85.

Russia, 372.

S.

Sacks, Indians, 73.

Samojedes, mission to, 5.

Sarepta, Russia in Asia, 7; letters from,

464, 469.

Sautter. F. W., Antigua, letters from,

22, 191, 550.

Schill, missionary among the Calmucs,
6u.

Schmidt, George, South Africa. 5.

Schmidt. John K. called to Cherokee
mission, 17; letters from, 24. 191.

Schmitt John H. Enon, S. Africa, let-

ters from, 166. 23, 324, 502, 564.

Schmitt, Alice, Enon, S. Africa, let-

ters from, 169, 26, 61, 425, 505,

561.

Schmidtman, George, Nain, Labrador,
letter from; 15.

Schools, Sunday, Antigua, 543.

Schweinitz, L. D. his jourrues to

Washington and Ohio, 357.

Selections, from the Records of the

Church, 86 140, 187, 29, 31, 82,

365, 367, 469.

Serampore, 7.

Settlements, missionary, of the United
Brethren, 4.

Skin, of a snake, 78.

Society, London, for the Furtherance
of the Gospel, 8-

A msterdam and Zeist, for the

Propagation ofthe Gospel,

8 .

Bethlehem and Salem, for

Propagating the Gospel,

8 ;
annual meeting, 144 ;

donation. 432.

Female auxiliary missionary',

at Bethlehem, 336, 432.

Nazareth, 336.
Litiz, 336, 432.

Female missionary, of the
United Brethren’s Church
at Philadelphia, 336.

Sodnom, a Calmuc, letter from, 294.

Spice-grove, Jamaica, a preaching
place. 416.

Spring-Place, Cherokee mission, 16;
Diary of, 345, 385, 445.

Statenhook, Greenland, 21, 454.

Steiner, Abraham, visit to Cherokees,
16.

Stobwasser, Lewis, Antigua, letters

from, 156, 40, 498, 544.

Surinam, accounts from, 37, 57, 96,

149, 68.

T.
Taylor, John, Newfield, Antigua, let-

ters from, 315, 497.

Timothy, a Greenland Brother, letter

from, 146

Torgut, Calmuc horde, converts from,
468.

Tranquebar, coast of Coromandel, 5.

U
Unity, of the Brethren, origin of, 187.

W
Waldenses, descendants of, visit to, 352
West India Islands, 4, 314, 370
Wied, Matthew, Friedensberg, St.

Croix, letter from. 501.

Witte Revier, S. Africa; mission esta-

blished, 80 ; diary of. 97.

Wright, Samuel M. Bethesda, St.

Kitts, letter from, 549.

Z
Zeisberger, David, his translation ofthe

Gospel into Delaware, printed. 53.

Zwick, .Henry A., his visit to the Cal-

mucs, 296.








